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COVER DESIGN 


The Church and Celtic Cross is the official 
insignia of the Centennial Observance. 


END SHEET DESIGNS 


Front: Detroit in 1818 showing stockades 
and Old Fort Shelby. 


Back: Detroit in 1857. Note Jefferson 
Avenue Presbyterian Church in the right 
foreground. These prints were made from 
lithographs in the Burton Historical Collec- 
tion of the Detroit Public Library. 
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This book will mean different things to different people. 


To many, it will be a recital of historical events which have left an 
indelible imprint upon their hearts and lives. To such it will be a book 
of precious memories. 


Others, perhaps untouched by these sentimental ties, and yet inspired 
by the story of the lives of those saints who from their labors rest, 
will find in it a challenge to follow more nobly. To such it will be a 
book that sends a shining ray down through the past, calling for a 
deeper consecration and a rededication to the greater tasks ahead. 


But for all of us, reading these pages, feeling the glow, and sensing 
the pride that we, too, are now a part of this great heritage we call 
Jefferson Avenue Presbyterian Church, there will truly be a burning 
of our hearts within. 


This occasion of commemoration and celebration will mark histori- 
cally the end of a glorious century in the life and work of Jefferson 
Avenue. But of even greater importance, it will signal the beginning 
of a greater day and work for our beloved Church and the cause of 
Jesus Christ in the world. 


With hearts filled to overflowing with gratitude and love, we can 
and we will stand and sing, as never before, Praise God From Whom 
All Blessings Flow.” 


Love for our Church, love for our fellow-man, love for our Heavenly 
Father—these we shall find inscribed in the pages of this book. May 
we also inscribe them in our own hearts and lives. 


WALTER O. JOACHIM 
Chairman, Centennial Observance Committee 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
Princeton Theological Seminary Library 


https://archive.org/details/onehundredyearsoOOjeff 
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Bere) runs off wih a 
Presbyterian oeron 


American history is closely interwoven with that of the Presbyterian 
Church. This is especially true of the Colonial period in which the 
basic “American principles of freedom were being born. One of the 
leading historians of the 19th century maintained that “John Calvin 
was the practical founder of America.’ At the time of the outbreak 
of the Revolutionary War there was an estimated total population 
in the colonies of 3,000,000, of which nearly 900,000 were Presbyterians 
or Calvinists of Scotch-Irish descent. 


The earliest Presbyterian emigration was that of the French Hugenots 
who came to South Carolina in 1562. This first ill-fated group were 
massacred by the Spaniards a few years later. History tells that the 
Virginia Company was a “Puritan” colony and that a Presbyterian 
form of church was established there as early as 1617. In the famous 
Northern colonies, Cotton Mather, the leading religious figure of 
that area, wrote, in a letter to a close friend in England, that, ‘of 
20,000 Puritans landing in New England between 1620 and 1640, 
over 4,000 were Presbyterians.’ He went on to say that the church 
of the early Massachusetts Bay Colony was a “‘Congregationalized 
Presbyterianism or vice versa.’ The Puritan Church soon crossed 
over into Connecticut and then into the Dutch settlements on the 
Hudson and Delaware Rivers. The first historically true Presbyterian 
Church in America is recorded at Hempstead, New York, in the year 
1644. 


Irish Presbyterianism was carried to our shores by an unknown 
Irish minister in 1068. Fifteen years later, Francis Makemie arrived 
and became a leading figure in the development of churches in 
Maryland and Virginia. He enlisted the support of Presbyterians 
in London, Glasgow and Dublin, with glowing tales of the great 
possibilities for the Presbyterian Church in the new colonies of America. 
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Soon after, ordained missionaries from England, as well as itinerant 
preachers from the New England churches, were circulating around 
the Delaware valley. These men, under the leadership of the afore- 
mentioned Francis Makemie as Moderator, organized the first American 
Presbytery at Philadelphia in 1706. 


The synod of Philadelphia showed a continuous growth and in the 
‘Adopting Act of 1729" it accepted the Westminster Confession of 
Faith as the basis for the American Church... The “Adopting Act” 
is also famous because it refused to recognize the right of any civil 
magistrate to persecute a person for his religious preference. This 
was the first action by any American Church to openly declare the 
fundamental American principle of separation of Church and State. 
During the period between 1730 and 1760 the new church grew, and 
the Synods of Philadelphia and New York increased not only in size 
but also in importance to the Colonial scene. 


It is interesting to note at this point that in 1759 a charter was 
secured from the government of Pennsylvania to form ‘a corporation 
for the Relief of Poor and Distressed widows and children of Pres- 
byterian Ministers.’ This was the forerunner of all insurance and 
pension systems and was the first actuarial plan in the world. Known 
today as the “Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund,” it is the oldest old-line 
insurance company in existence. 


John Witherspoon, a young man who was to play a leading role in 
the American revolution, was graduated from Edinburgh University 
in 1739. At the age of 46 (1768) he came to the new colonies to become 
president of the College of New Jersey (now Princeton). This small 
Presbyterian college had been struggling along since 1718, when it 
was established as the “Log College’ in Philadelphia. The Reverend 
Aaron Burr (father of the infamous traitor) moved the original school 
to Princeton, and out of this one college over fifty famous colleges 
and universities have grown. 


Again we pause to note an interesting sidelight, namely, that 200 
years later, another young man passed through historic Edinburgh 
University in quest of additional knowledge. He returned to America 
to become a leader in the Presbyterian Church, especially in this our 
beloved Jefferson Avenue Church, and is today our pastor, Allan A. 
Zaun. 
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JOHN WITHERSPOON 


President of Princeton and first Moderator of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States, John Witherspoon was the only clergyman to sign 
the American Declaration of Independence. 


John Witherspoon was faced with the perpetual problem of a church- 
supported college, namely that of needing funds to carry on the work 
of the school. It was necessary to travel among the colonial churches 
to encourage this support. As he travelled he was quick to sense the 
“new American Spirit’ and soon Parson Witherspoon became the 
rallying point for those who were looking for new freedom. He was 
a member of the Provincial Congress of July, 1774, presided over 
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the New Jersey Constitutional Convention in the spring of 1776, 
and then became the only clergyman to sign the Declaration of 
Independence. Little wonder was it that on the floor of the English 
Parliament, Horace Walpole arose to say, “Cousin America has run 
off with a Presbyterian Parson.” 


On May 21, 1789, leaders of the Presbyterian Synods of New York, 
New Jersey, Virginia, Philadelphia and the Carolinas met together 
in Philadelphia in the First General Assembly of our Church in America. 
John Witherspoon was elected Moderator just as spontaneously as 
had been the election of George Washington exactly three weeks before, 
to the first presidency of the new nation. 


At the close of the Revolutionary War the Presbyterian Church 
began a movement to the west. The general growth in membership 
was not too great because of a lack of ordained ministers. The church 
held fast to rigid educational standards for its leaders and refused to 
ordain “lay” preachers. However, the opening years of the 19th 
century were marked by a great and widespread revival in the Pres- 
byterian Church, and this spirit was carried into the new areas as 
Presbyterians became leaders in the ‘Western Movement.’ We note 
that the great Marcus Whitman expedition to the Northwest was a 
Presbyterian mission. The first wheels to roll over the Oregon Trail 
were those on the carts of Presbyterian missionaries. The first white 
women to cross this famed Oregon Trail were the wives of Presbyterian 
ministers. 


In this story of strong-willed pioneers, differences of opinion were 
naturally prevalent. Most issues were settled by democratic action 
within the Synod or Presbytery, but some of these differences caused 
“splits” within the church. The issue of the ordination of lay preachers 
in the fast-growing Kentucky area led to the separation of the Cumber- 
land Group. Of course, the issue of slavery became the factor which 
divided the church into the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. (North) 
and the Presbyterian Church, U.S. (South). As this book goes to 
press there is a great popular move to bring unity to many of the 
factions in the “‘Calvinistic’’ church. This movement has been ac- 
centuated by the chaotic world conditions at the beginning of this last 
half of the 20th century, which present Communism as a very real and 
common enemy to all Christians. Certainly, the common enemy of 
evil of all sorts should be the basis for combining individual groups 
into a strong and united evangelical church. 
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“We Must Introduce the Gospel 
in Day : 


The recent celebration of the 250th Anniversary of the founding 
of Detroit brought to all of us the realization that ours is quite an 
ancient city. As a state, Michigan includes some of the oldest settle- 
ments in all America—Sault Ste. Marie in 1641, St. Ignace in 1670, 
and Michillamackinac in 1671. Indeed, Detroit, founded by Cadillac 
in 1701, is the oldest city of continuous existence west of the Atlantic 
seaboard. However, we note with interest that Michigan did not 
become a state until 1837. 


Many factors contributed to this slow development. The power 
struggle between France and England was surely one of the causes, 
as the Michigan territory became a pawn and changed from the 
allegiance of one to the other with the shifting fortunes of war. It 
heacmdoe until aiter the War of 13812 and the signing of the Treaty 
of Ghent, that the territory of Michigan, which then extended as 
far west as the Mississippi, came into the undisputed possession of 
the United States. 


Another obstacle to development was the attitude of the people 
who made up the early settlement. Neither the Indians nor the 
French traders desired settlers to come in for permanent residence, 
for any inevitable agricultural development would ruin the cover for 
wild life and might destroy the lucrative fur trade. 


In the previous chapter we noted the great ‘Western Movement © 
in the opening years of the 19th century. The predominantly Prot- 
estant states of the Eastern seaboard now saw great numbers of their 
church people trekking into the new territories of the West. The 
development of steam navigation on the Great Lakes and the opening 
of the Erie Canal contributed to changing the wilderness of Michigan 
into an ElDorado. 
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The new era for Michigan was marked by the appointment of 
Lewis S. Cass as Governor of the Territory. Governor Cass was a 
graduate of Dartmouth College, a practicing lawyer, and had risen 
to the rank of General in the United States Army. When his law 
practice took him around a circuit of Ohio cities, Cass was always on the 
alert for outstanding men of high ideals and good character. These 
men became attracted to the magnificent leader, Cass, and were 
easily persuaded to move to the “city of opportunity.” Here in 
Detroit as permanent citizens they became leaders. Many of these 
were college men who had originally come from the eastern communi- 
ties where the Protestant Church was dominant. 


Up to this time the only organized religious influence in Detroit 
was that furnished by St. Anne’s Roman Catholic Church, founded 
in 1701, simultaneously with the establishment of Fort Ponchartrain. 
The services at St. Anne's were entirely ritualistic with only an 
occasional sermon which was given in the French language. At the 
time Lewis Cass and his friends swelled the ranks of the few Protestants 
in Detroit, St. Anne’s was headed by Father Gabriel Richard. The 
only protestant instruction available was furnished by Methodist 
circuit riders and itinerant Moravian preachers who were able to get to 
Detroit only once every two months. 


sie] 


JEFFERSON AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


In spite of a great personal respect for Father Richard, Governor 
Cass joined with Henry J. Hunt and James Abbot in May, 1816, to 
send a request to the faculty of Princeton seminary— ‘Please send 
a missionary to introduce the Gospel in Detroit.’ The appointment 
was offered to John Monteith, a young Scotsman who had just 
been graduated from the Seminary. 


Following his appointment, Monteith began preparations for his 
work in Detroit. In June, 1816, he was licensed to preach and im- 
mediately thereafter set out on the extremely adventurous journey. 
This trip took over two weeks to complete by stage and boat. The 
schooner from Buffalo took forty hours to make the Detroit harbor 
and tradition affirms that Father Richard met John Monteith at the 
wharf in a welcoming ceremony. 


No man in Detroit history is better known and more honored than 
Father Richard. He was very energetic and among other pioneering 
efforts he brought the first printing press to the city. The priest of 
St. Anne's immediately welcomed John Monteith and an unusual and 
a beautiful friendship was the result. With an old established church 
and a large parish made up of the dominant French population, Father 
Richard could easily have hindered or at least ignored Monteith. The 
Protestants had neither a church building nor a membership—yet 
Father Richard welcomed Monteith as a “brother beloved.’ From 
that time until Monteith left Detroit, no civic enterprise was ever 
undertaken without first enlisting the help of these two men of God. 


No individuals ever differed more in their theology or their views 
OimmenewiUnetions Of the church than did Father Richard and John 
Monteith, but that difference in no way hindered their working to- 
gether for the common good. The diary of Monteith devoted many 
pages to his residence in Detroit and his work here. However, not a 
single derogatory or critical word was ever written about Father 
Richard—a fine compliment to both men. 


The Detroit of 1816, which welcomed John Monteith, numbered 
less than one thousand inhabitants. On August 5th of that year, 
following preliminary sermons preached during July in the Council 
House, we note the organization of the people of the Protestant faith 
into a worshipping body. This congregation included Methodists, 
Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Baptists, Episcopalians and prob- 
ably others without any denominational connections. There had been 
earlier attempts to organize denominational groups, including some 
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PATER, GABRIEL RICHARD 


Presbyterians who started a group in 1807; how- 


ever, the Community Church started by Monteith was the first success- 


six to ten individual 


For nearly five years this Protestant society continued 


with increasing acceptance. 


effort. 


ful 


Monteith returned to Princeton in 1817 to become an ordained 


After ordination he was authorized to perform the marriage 


minister. 


Upon 


the time seemed right to formally organize a 
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now, Spirituality was not especially noted as one of the attributes 
surrounding the chambers of the city fathers. 


Governor Cass and the ruling Judges of the territory, after some 
discussion, but with the approval of Father Richard, gave the Protestant 
group a lot on Woodward Avenue in what was then known as the 
“Old English Burial Ground.” All that was necessary then was to 
raise the money for the needed church. With usual Scotch Presby- 
terian inspiration, someone suggested that the group send the preacher 
back east among the older churches to raise the funds. 
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Monteith was very agreeable to this assignment, as it enabled him 
to renew old acquaintances as well as to make new friends. Two 
credential letters were supplied. One addressed to himself was a 
commentary on his splendid work thus far in Detroit as well as an 
outline of what the Eastern churches could expect if funds were forth- 
coming. The second letter, in which the new Michigan territory was 
described, was addressed to the pastors and people of the churches 
he was to visit. It is said that this letter of glowing description plus 
the eloquent manner in which it was presented by Mr. Monteith, 
were strong factors in changing public opinion of the Eastern people 
regarding the new “western territories.’ Most people in the Eastern 
States at that time considered Michigan as being fit only for the 
Indians and fur traders. Both of these letters of credentialwere 
signed by Governor Lewis Cass, Henry Hunt, DeGarmo Jones, John 
Hunt, and Austin Wing, all of whom were prominent in the Protestant 
group. The signature of Cass insured a kindly reception for Monteith 
because the Michigan Governor was widely known and admired 
throughout the East. 


Upon the return of Monteith with the necessary funds, a simple 
colonial-type church structure was erected, with a spire in the center 
and columns in front. This church was built one hundred feet north 
of Larned Street on the east side of Woodward Avenue. 


In the Detroit Gazette of March 3rd, 1820, the following significant 
item was printed. 


DEDICATION 


The dedication of the First Protestant Church of Detroit took place on 
Lord's day, 27th ult. The sermon was delivered by the Rev. John Monteith, 
Bishop of the church, from Psalm 122, 1. “I was glad when they said unto me, 
let us go into the house of the Lord.” A Christian Society was then formally 
organized and three elders were ordained by the laying on of hands. In the 
afternoon, a sermon was preached by Mr. Moses Hunter, a missionary of the 
General Assembly, from Canticles, 85. ‘Who is this that cometh up from the 
wilderness leaning on her beloved.’ The sacraments of baptism and the Lord's 
Supper were then administered. 


The assembly was large and remarkably attentive and solemn. The music 
was good and particularly the tunes of Denmark and Tamsworth were well per- 
formed. 


The elders elected were J. J. Deming, Levi Brown and Lemuel Shattuck. 
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BIRS PROTESTANT GHURCH IN DETROIT 


The Governor and Judges granted a tract of land between Congress and 

Larned Streets on the east side of Woodward Avenue. Here on February 27, 

1820, the first Protestant Church was dedicated. On February 2, 1826, this 

society became the First Presbyterian Church. The corporate title of the 
First Church is still today the First Protestant Society. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Detroit grew from 1,442 in 1820 to 13,065 twenty-five years later. The First 

Presbyterian Church had also increased in size. In 1835 it dedicated a session 

house and the church house pictured above. This church was the largest and 
most handsome in Detroit. 
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By electing elders, the Protestant Society followed the Presbyterian 
form, but it was still a Community Church. Anyone paying $5.00 to 
its support had a right to vote. Records show that there were only 
thirty actual communicants, even though the church was always 
filled to capacity with attendants who did not contribute to its support. 


While keeping very busy with all of his activities in Detroit, John 
Monteith still found time to advance the cause of the Presbyterian 
Church throughout the area. The first two actual Presbyterian 
churches to be organized in Michigan—Monroe in 1820 and Pontiac 
in 1824—owe much to this pioneer. 


There are two facts which entitle John Monteith to an important 
place in our history. The first, and perhaps the less important histori- 
cally, was the organization of the first successful Protestant church in 
Detroit, as previously outlined. The second, and more historically 
important, was his place as first president of the University of Michigan. 
This important part of our history is recorded completely in numerous 
volumes, but briefly we should note the following for this record. 


Judge Woodward, a brilliant though somewhat eccentric man, 
framed the project of the Catholopistemiad or University of 
Michigania. In Monteith’s diary under the date of August 20th, 
1817, the following item is noted: “Judge Woodward invites me to 
an interview on the subject of a University.” 


COPYRIGHT 1880, OY SILAS FARMER. = 


BIRTHPLACE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


This building was located on the west side of Bates Street near Congress. 
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The most important fact wasn't that the University itself was 
formed, but rather the new principle upon which it was based, namely: 
that education is the responsibility of the state. Until the University of 
Michigan was founded, all institutions of higher learning were private 
—Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Dartmouth, Brown and others were all 
private schools. The University of Michigan was the first STATE 
University in America. 


The Catholopistemiad was legally established by the territorial 
legislature on September 9th, 1817. John Monteith was made Presi- 
dent and held seven professorships at a salary of $12.50 a year. Father 
Richard was appointed Vice-president holding six professorships. The 
service and guiding influence given the new and struggling institution 
by the Presbyterian clergyman is a matter of record. 


After five years of remarkable achievements in Detroit, Monteith 
was assured in his own mind that the Protestant Church was strong 
enough to make its own way. On Sunday, July 22nd, 1821, he preached 
his farewell sermon and departed to accept a professorship at Hamilton 
College. When he left Detroit, the Protestant Society owed him 
$764.00 back salary which was paid in due bills. These due bills were 
never redeemed. 


During the next few years two groups of the people withdrew from 
the Protestant Society and formed the First Methodist (now Central) 
andetnesst. Pauls Protestant Episcopal Church. Consequently, on 
January 23, 1826, the First Presbyterian Church although in continued 
existence since 1816, now became the third Protestant denominational 
church in this city. It was the leading church and its membership 
and attendants read like a “Who's Who” of that day. The Governor 
and most of the officials of the state were pew holders. The Church 
House became the center of Detroit's intellectual activity and was 
a tremendous influence for good. 


Under the leadership of the eminent preacher, Dr. Duffield, the 
First Church grew to be the largest congregation in the whole North- 
west. The Scotch members, along with other people of that nation- 
ality in the growing city, separated themselves into the “Scotch 
Presbyterian Church” in 1842. Two years later many of the “New 
Englanders’ withdrew from the overcrowded church and formed the 
Congregational Church, whose church house was established at the 
corner of Jefferson Avenue and Beaubien Street. 
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VIEW OF CHURCHES ON EAST SIDE OF WOODWARD AVENUE IN 1849 
1. First Methodist Episcopal Church. 2. Congress Street. 3. Old Burchard 


Building. 4. St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. 5. Presbyterian Session Room. 
6. First Presbyterian Church. 7. Larned Street. 

Detroit was experiencing a phenomenal growth and the First Church 
grew even faster than groups could withdraw. The Second Church was 
organized in the western part of the city. Fortunately, there were many 
progressive-minded people in the First Church. The coming of the 
Great Western Railroad, the Formation of the Republican Party, the 
building of the new high school and city hall—all these occurrences 
seemed to point up the progressive spirit of the times. Farseeing 
members of the First Church signed a petition asking for a special 
congregational meeting to consider splitting the Church and selling 
some of the properties in order to build a third church in the eastern 
part of the city. At the first meeting the sentiment was against such 
a move. However, everyone present realized that something had to 
be planned for the convenience of the members as well as for occupancy 
of the growing field. 

In 1851, the first suggestion of such an enlargement or distribution 
appears in the Session Records of the First Church. On February 
24th, 1853, a formal resolution was adopted which provided for the 
division of all the Church property into three parts. Elders James 
F. Joy, Eurotas P. Hastings and Jacob Farrand were appointed trustees 
to sell the properties and to divide the monies so collected. This 
historic decision was later called the ‘3-3-4 division.’ The unit that 
Dr. Duffield would continue to serve was to keep the records of the 
First Church and retain its name. This first unit would receive 4/10 


of the divided money while each of the other two units would receive 
B70; 
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It is a matter of record that Dr. Duffield, who was then abroad 
on a mission inspection tour, was invited to make his decision. The 
reply in a letter to the First Church stated that, “after careful con- 
sideration, I consider it wise to remain with the church which will have 
the central location.’ The result of this was the formation of the 
Fort Street Church toward the west and of the Jefferson Avenue 
Church toward the east, while the First Church was shortly there- 
after moved to the corner of Gratiot and Farmer Streets. 


Before the Fort Street Church was built, a union was effected be- 
tween the group now leaving the old First Church and the Presby- 
terians who had formed the Second Church in 1849. The Second 
Church was located at Wayne and Lafayette. This combined church 
retained the name “Second” until 1860, when the name was changed 
to ‘Fort Street.’ The resources of the Second Church were thus 
added to those of the First Church in the historic “3-3-4 division.” 
The monies realized from the sale of these properties became the 
funds used for building the three new churches in 1854. 


In the interval between the genesis of the idea of dividing and the 
actual division, the old First Church, at the corner of Woodward and 
Larned Streets, and other buildings in the block belonging to the 
Church were all destroyed by fire. It was a tremendous conflagration 
and records of the year 1854 contain many references to the fire. 
After the fire, the old bell which had called thousands to prayer and 
praise was dug out of the ruins, and souvenirs, in the shape of small 
tea bells were cast. Properly inscribed they were sold at $5 each, 
bringing many dollars into the church funds. Some suspected that 
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the total weight of the small souvenirs far exceeded that of the original 
bell. 


As our story of “Introducing the gospel in Detroit’ comes to a 
close we see that even though the formal organization of Jefferson 
Avenue Church carries the date of February 8th, 1854—our roots are 
embedded and are a part of that first band of Protestants who, under 
John Monteith, furnished the spark which made “Dynamic Detroit.” 
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A great blossoming forth of Presbyterianism in Detroit marked 
the year 1854 and was significantly noted throughout the whole church 
in America. In the small town, that was then Detroit (21,975 people), 
three large and beautiful Presbyterian churches were under con- 


struction at the same time. 


Ek SI ePRESBY TERIAN 
CHURCH 


Dedicated in September, 1855, this build- 
ing, which cost $40,000, was located on the 


northwest corner of Gratiot and Farmer 
where the J. L. Hudson store now stands. 


POR SSI REET PRESB yY PERTAN 
CHURCH 


Dedicated in November, 1855, this very 

beautiful edifice was built at a cost of 

$70,000 at the corner of Fort and Third 

Streets. This church has twice been re- 
built after disastrous fires. 
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JEFFERSON AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURGH 


Dedicated on December 10, 1855, the original church was built at a cost ex- 


ceeding $50,000 on the north side of Jefferson Avenue between Russell and 
Rivard. 
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For the historical record this story should certainly include the 
account of the formation of J.A.P.C. as written by Henry Russel 
with the assistance of Miss Helen Keep* and presented at the Golden 
Jubilee Celebration of our church in 1904. As one reads now of this 
account, the names mentioned still ring many familiar bells in the 
memories of present day Detroiters. Several of our thoroughfares 
are named after those pioneers who were the leading figures in the 
formation of our church. 


On June 30th, 1853, the members of the First church residing in the east part 
of the city, met at the house of Eurotas P. Hastings, and appointed Eurotas P. 
Hastings, Buckminster Wight and Dr. John L. Whiting a committee to purchase 
lots on Jefferson Avenue. On July 7th, 1853, at a meeting held at the house 
of Mr. Hastings, at which Elisha Taylor acted as secretary, the committee 
reported that they had contracted for lots of land on the north side of Jefferson 
Avenue between Rivard and Russell Streets, 120 x 200 feet, where the church 
edifice now stands,** at the price of $11,000; and it was directed that the 
property be conveyed to Buckminster Wight and Eurotas P. Hastings in trust 
for the church to be organized. 


December 12th of that year the pioneer meeting of the organizers of this 
church, nearly all of them members of the First church, was held at the residence 
on Jefferson Avenue of Mr. Buckminster Wight. A call for this meeting, to which 
all friends of the enterprise were invited, was signed by J. L. Whiting, John S. 
Bagg, J. L. King, J. O. Graves, Elisha Taylor, Cullen Brown, W. A. Bacon, A. A. 
Dwight, T. J. Hulbert, E. N. Wilcox, E. P. Hastings, B. Wight, Horace Hallock, 
David French, Jonathan Kearsley, Frederick Wetmore, J. W. Tillman, Sylvester 
Larned and James Shearer. 


It was resolved that the Jefferson Avenue Presbyterian church be organized 
and plans secured from Mr. A. Jordan, architect, for the church edifice. Sub- 
scriptions were then made amounting to $15,000, with the expectation that 
about $15,000 more would come from the sale of the First church property, all 
of which was realized. Four times other subscriptions were made to complete 
the church before it was finished, and a mortgage of $10,000 with interest of 10% 
per annum, semi-annual, became necessary before the property and the building 
and its equipment were paid for, at a total cost of about $05,000. The liberality 
of the little congregation in raising so considerable amount is worthy of comment. 


Articles of Association were executed January 20 and 24, 1854, and this 
church was formally organized, February 8th following, at a meeting held in 
the Congregational Church by the Presbytery of Detroit, with a membership 
of forty-six persons. *** 


*Miss Keep is still a communicant member of J.A.P.C. 
**This is now Gregory Boat Co. Building. (Article written by Mr. Russel in 1904.) 
***Charter Members are listed in Appendix III, pp. 100-101. 
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The first services were held in the building known as the Brewster school 
house, a one-story building on the north side of Jefferson Avenue between St. 
Antoine and Beaubien Streets. The Rev. Doctor E. O. Haven, afterwards 
President of the Michigan University and Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, was engaged to conduct the services and to preach until a regular 
supply was obtained. 


In September, 1854, the Reverend Joshua Cook, of St. Catherines, Canada, 
a young clergyman, was employed as pulpit supply for six montks at $500, and 
in October the old First Congregational meeting house, which still stands at the 
southwest corner of Jefferson Ave. and Beaubien Street, was rented for six months 
at $50 a month. Church services and the Sunday School were held there until 
the basement of the new church was finished for use in the summer of 1855. 


ELDER AND MRS. EUROTAS P. HASTINGS 


In the parlor of the Hastings home it was decided to purchase the lots for build- 
ing the Jefferson Avenue Church in 1851. 


Religious services throughout the city were held at 10:30 in the 
morning and at 3:00 in the afternoon. On May 7th, 1854, the Second 
Church (later to become known as Fort Street Church) acquired 
illuminating gas and started an evening service. All other churches 
noted the popularity of these meetings and soon the afternoon services 
were all changed to the evening hour. 


The pulse of the city of Detroit was throbbing with new life. Prior 
to 1850 the shipping interests of Oliver Newberry and Eber Ward 
were its greatest industry. The Great Western Railroad, through 
Canada, brought Detroit within 27 hours of New York and the 
Michigan Central pushed by the driving force of James B. Joy, eminent 
Presbyterian, ran a train through to Chicago. The railroad which was 
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A MIXED TRAIN ON THE DETROIT AND PONTIAC RAILROAD 


the most dramatic as well as historic also had its terminus in Detroit. 
This of course was not a regular railroad but was the ““Under-ground 
Railroad” which dealt in slave traffic across the border into Canada. 
Horace Greely, the famous anti-slavery champion, made many trips 
to Detroit, presumably as speaking tours, one of which brought him 
before the men of our church. Mr. Charles Moore, a local historian 
writing for the Golden Jubilee Banquet held in 1904, stated that 
Greely left early from this men’s banquet to attend a secret meeting 
with “other anti-slavery plotters.” 


Looking back at the records of the year 1854, we find that our city 
in that year was stricken by the dreadful cholera plague. On July 23rd, 
forty-one persons were buried, and during that month over 800 deaths 
were attributed to the scourge. 


Even darker clouds were gathering around the city as well as the 
whole nation—the war clouds that developed into the Civil War. The 
Missouri Compromise Bill which was hailed as the bill which would 
iOveven i close the folintains of bitter water turned out to be the 
fuse which accelerated the drift toward war. Asa result of the coalition 
of all opponents of slavery, the Republican Party was formed and was 
an important topic of the day. 


liemecanmcaiely = ¢ assumed that there were many aiter Church 
discussions and disputes which had nothing to do with the sermon 
text but rather were concerned with the events of that day which 
were uppermost in the minds of the new group of Jefferson Avenue 
Presbyterians. However, it was not until the assault on Fort Sumter 
that everyone fully realized the destructive situation that confronted 
theme onion Detroit, then, as it would do again in 1917 and also in 
1941, arose and put its shoulder to the task and became the leader 
in the march to victory.* Church bells tolled for fast days or pealed 
out the news of success. 


*Honor rolls of Jefferson Avenue Church are listed in Appendix II, pp. 96-99. 
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After these dark days of the fife and drum came the piping times of 
peace. This blessing of peace was to add to the growth and prosperity 
of our city beyond all expectations. One pauses to note that through- 
out the whole world the end of the Civil War marked the beginning of 
a peaceful era of over 50 years that was only lightly affected by wars of 
purely local circumstances. During this time the world’s surplus 
earnings were used largely for productive employment and the re- 
sulting prosperity and advancement in all the arts and sciences are a 
matter of history. 

Now that the stage has been set, let us return to our small group of 
46 east-side Presbyterians. 

The original church building, erected at the corner of Jefferson 
and Rivard Streets was dedicated on December 10th, 1855. An idea 
of its imposing Gothic architecture may be seen in the photographic 
reproduction on page 18. 

The first pastor of our church was called on May 14th, 1855. The 
Reverend Hugh S. McElroy of Medway, Kentucky, came to our 
church and instilled a ‘permanent feeling’ in the small congregation. 
His ministry was to be tragically cut short after only 214 years when 
typhoid fever claimed him as its victim. Nevertheless, the whole 
tone of the progressive-minded ministry, for which our church is 
noted, was set by this 25-year-old parson whose zeal and sincerity 
made such a lasting impression. There were 86 members when he 
came, and 61 were added during his short pastorate. The last message 
given the congregation by “The gentle preacher,’ as he was fondly 
known, came from his bedside: “Say to my people that I have tried 
to preach the Gospel to them in all purity, and that the doctrine 
which I have preached to them now sustains me in the hour of death. ” 
His burial from the church was the first funeral of a Protestant minister 
SEE LCILY Ol Wet role, 

After a short interval of “pulpit supply” the Reverend William 
Hogarth was called from a church in Brooklyn, New York. Dr. 
Hogarth was an outstanding pulpit orator as well as a zealous evange- 
list. During his fruitful ministry the church was roused to tremendous 
heights in mission work. Many new Presbyterian churches which 
were organized in the fast growing city between 1870 and the turn of 
the century were materially assisted or received their entire impetus 
from Jefferson Avenue and its benevolent congregation. 


The Covenant Presbyterian is a direct offspring. When started as a 
mission Sunday School in 1862 under the leadership of Mr. Brockway, 
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PaEGROUP OF THE EARLY PASTORS OF THE CHURCH 


1. Rev. Hugh Sneed McElroy; 2. Rev. William Hogarth; 3. Rev. Robert 

J. Laidlaw; 4. Rev. Edward B. Mason; 5. Rev. Alfred H. Kellogg; 6. Rev. 

Joseph J. Williamson; 7. Rev. J. F. Plunkett; 8. Rev. W. Wellington Carson; 
9. Rev. Alfred H. Barr. 
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its staff included John Newberry, James McMillan and members of 
Dr. Hogarth’s family as teachers. From its inception the mission in 
the Old Bishop Union School was very successful, and soon had to 
move to a larger building at Russell and Napoleon streets which was 
donated by Messrs. Newberry and McMillan. The attendance grew 
to as large as 2,000 each Sunday. The staff was made up entirely from 
Jefferson Avenue and carriages and omnibuses were provided to take 
all the volunteers to and from the corner of Jefferson and Rivard each 
Sunday afternoon. The visit and commentary of Dwight L. Moody 
at the mission was a very significant event in Detroit church history. 
The Covenant Church into which this mission developed was originally 
built with donations given almost entirely by members of our Church. 


June, 18603, marked the beginning of the new “Hamtramck” Church. 
Hamtramck Township was then the district east of Mt. Elliott and 
north of Jefferson Avenue. The interesting story of this church will 
be found in a later chapter of this book entitled ““-Bethany Completes 
a Cycle. Suffice it to say here that the Sunday School Mission that 
met for the first session in a ward of the Marine Hospital was made up 
entirely of members of our church and their children—all 14 of them. 


Another church which many of us still fondly remember as a power 
in the Detroit Presbytery, the Memorial Church, was also a direct 
offspring of our church. 


Besides contributing to the upbuilding of many other churches, the 
Jefferson Avenuers also lent their talents to all the civic enterprises 
for which Detroit is now famous—hospitals, parks, art exhibits, etc. 


Returning to the succession in the pastorate of our church, one 
notes that after more than 15 years of splendid ministry, Dr. Hogarth 
resigned and returned with his family to the East. There was a sad 
parting and during the next two years (1873-1875) there was no 
regular minister. The church had become so attached to Dr. Hogarth 
that the congregation had difficulty in finding a new pastor who 
would be entirely satisfactory. During the next 18 years the work 
of the church continued to grow and the charitable and missionary 
zeal inspired by Dr. Hogarth was nurtured by each successor. * 


It was not until 1891, when Reverend Wellington W. Carson 
(father of our present Elder Donald M. Carson) was installed as 
pastor, that the Church seemed able to feel a complete replacement 


*A complete list of the pastors may be found in Appendix I, page 93. 
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NEW BERRY MEMORIAL CHAPEL 


Erected in 1877, this beautiful building was given in memory of her husband by 
Mrs. John S. Newberry. The insert is a photo of Mr. Newberry who was an 
outstanding leader in the Church and Sunday School. 


for Dr. Hogarth. The eloquence and warmth of Reverend Carson 
were a by-word and an inspiration to the entire city. 


The original church building of 1855, was a stately Gothic structure 
of great size. Its capacity was never fully utilized because it was 
built as one large auditorium. In 1877, the Newberry Memorial 
Chapel was erected by Mrs. John S. Newberry in memory of her 
husband, who had been a great leader in the church almost from its 
beginning. This splendid gift enabled the Sunday School and Youth 
Groups to have a greater place in the program of the church. 


It soon became evident that the old church structure was outmoded 
and architecturally it did not blend with the new chapel; whereupon 
it was decided that a new church be erected which would harmonize 
with the beautiful new Chapel. The building committee in charge of 
the work were Hugh McMillan, Chairman, W. K. Anderson, D. H. 
Taylor, James H. McMillan, Henry Russel and J. Hill Whiting. 
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THE CHURCH OF THE GOLDEN UBIEE Ew Nei 


Dedicated in 1892, this church was built on the original site at East Jefferson 
and Rivard Streets. The worship services were held in this building until the 
present church was completed in 1926. 


During the interval when the old church building was torn down 
to be replaced by the new, Dr. Carson's popularity caused the services 
to be transferred from the Newberry Chapel to the Opera House to 
accommodate the vast audiences. 

The joy of the congregation with the completion of the new church 
in 1892 was hardly complete when death again struck a blow to sadden 
the high spirits. Dr. Carson, after five short years as pastor, in which 
so much was accomplished, passed away on April 7, 1895. Splendid 
and memorable tributes which appear in the church minute books 
were given by local, civic and religious leaders to honor Dr. Carson. 


The church was now approaching its semi-centennial and the 
Golden torch of the church was then placed in the capable hands of 
Reverend Alfred Barr, whose gracious wife is still a worshipping 
member of this church in this its Centennial year. Dr. Barr’s ministry 
was a most splendid one, and his personal enthusiasm and hard work 
made the church program the envy of the whole presbytery. It is 
reliably reported that over 1,000 different persons used the facilities 
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of Newberry Chapel each week. Noteworthy were the large Sunday 
Sencolmana the Christian Endeavor Society as well as the Womens 
Missionary Societies. It is very interesting to see the many, now 
unfamiliar, groups listed in the Church activities program. These 
included the Pastors Aid Society, four different mens gymnasium 
classes, two boys’ Culver Athletic Clubs, classes in sight singing both 
for advanced and beginners, classes for Italian men, English study 
classes for French and German nationality groups, a Glee Club, a 
male double quartette, classes in millinery and dressmaking—in other 
words a very complete program that fitted the needs of the city at the 
tugasol the century. 


The Golden Jubilee Celebration of the church was a glorious three- 
day celebration, February oth, 7th and 8th, 1904. A $25,000 Cele- 
bration Fund was raised for the maintenance of the social and edu- 
cational work of the Church. On Saturday evening, February 6th, 
the historical banquet was held at which Mr. Charles Moore, a dis- 


INTERIOR OF CHURCH SANCTUARY IN 1904 


This engraving was made from an old print showing the interior of the church 
as it was decorated for the Golden Jubilee Celebration. 
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tinguished student of history of the Northwest Territory, an author 
of several historical books, and a member of the Fort Street Presby- 
terian Church, read a paper on the “Detroit of Fifty Years Ago”’ 
(1854). There followed a thorough paper by Mr. Henry Russel, an 
honored elder of the church and father of our own beloved Mrs. 
Heinrich Pickert, entitled “The First Half Century of Our Church's 
History. These articles, in addition to a fine article prepared by Miss 
Helen Keep for the local newspapers, are still intact in our records 
and have furnished invaluable assistance in the preparation of this 
Centennial Book. 


Dr. Coyle, the Moderator of the General Assembly and Dr. Duffield 
of the “Old First Church of New York City’ were the main speakers 
at the Sunday Services on February 7th. Both Dr. Duffield and Dr. 
Coyle, the Moderator, made splendid addresses. 


On Monday evening, the actual anniversary date, a great banquet 
was held. Music for the whole celebration was under the capable 
leadership of the church organist and musical director, Mr. Samuel 
Richard Gaines, who was also the conductor of the Detroit Orpheus 
Club. The Orpheus Club which sang at the banquet in 1904 will also 
sing at the Centennial musical program to be given Sunday afternoon, 
Bebruary «/ to) 4: 


Certainly the story of the first fifty years bears out the title of this 
chapter. Our church, a leader in the march of Detroit Presbyterians 
in the parade of progress, was born in troubled times but was always 
alive to its opportunities in an era of peaceful prosperity such as the 
world had never before experienced. 
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There are many men and women who are this very day worshipping 
in Jefferson Avenue Church who can remember Detroit as a placid, 
typical midwest, over-sized small town. For the first 50 and 100 and 
150 and nearly 200 years after its founding, our city grew very sedately. 


Many can fondly recall the old wooden sidewalks and cedar block 
streets of the residential sections: the tree lined avenues of the east 
side with their pleasant frame houses or the red brick or brownstone 
homes of the wealthier families. The “downtown” area was considered 
the district between Grand Circus Park and the river, extending two 
or three blocks on either side of Woodward Avenue. Grand Boule- 
vard, in living recollection, was the Outer Drive which virtually 
formed the boundary of the entire city. 


Following the Civil War period, history records that manufacturing 
began to be important in the city of Detroit. To be sure, the hardy 
Presbyterian pioneers led the field. James McMillan and John S. 
Newberry, of our church, organized the Michigan Car Company. 
James Joy, of Fort Street, continued to expand the new Michigan 
Central Railroad and the Buhl family were busy establishing many 
foundries in and around the city. However, the growth in population 
iommtnesetroit of 18)4 (21,000) up to 1900 (250,000) was quite 
well contained within the Grand Boulevard boundaries. 


During the next 20 years the population more than quadrupled, 
reaching the million mark. The new automobile industry was getting 
underway to put the world on wheels, and the name ‘Detroit’ became 
a magic word to people in all corners of the globe. 


As this great physical change was beginning to take place in the 
city around it, our church at Jefferson and Rivard had attained a 
tremendous peak of activity. The Golden Jubilee of 1904 had indeed 
been celebrated at one of the high spots in the history of our church 
as noted in the previous chapter. 
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In retrospect, it is seen that the pioneers of 1854 had indeed been 
optimistic as they built their church at Jefferson and Rivard. The 
Fort Street congregation in the same year had gone west only as far 
as Third Street and the First Church had built their new church, after 
the division and fire of 1854, “far to the north” at Gratiot and Farmer. 
It was years later that the First Church moved to its present location 
on Woodward Avenue at Edmund Place, only a few blocks above 
Grand Circus! Parla 


The turn of the century found the horse and buggy as the chief 
mode of transportation. Public transport facilities were very poor 
at all times and were almost non-existent on Sundays. The first 
“horseless carriages’ or automobiles were making their debut on our 


streets. Many years were to pass, however, before the car became 
an adjunct of almost every family. 
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Jefferson Avenue Church had been at the center of the east side 
Protestant community of Detroit for nearly 50 years. This situation 
quickly changed after the advent of the ‘‘auto age.”’ 


The newer churches, many of which had been organized as Missions 
or Sunday Schools by the three original congregations, were much 
better able to move and keep abreast with the changing communities. 
Bethany, Covenant and other newer churches quickly were crowded 
in the newer east side areas. To the west and north, in the rapidly 
expanding city, the same conditions existed in the new churches which 
had eminated from Fort Street and First Church. 


The present size and growth of the Detroit Presbytery can be 
attributed to the zeal and mission spirit of the three original con- 
gregations. [he almost insurmountable problem of maintaining the 
older churches during the next few years was to prove a blessing in 
disguise as the growing population emphasized the need of both the 
new and the old churches. 


It is a familiar trait of nature that the mother oftimes loses its 
life in giving birth and nurturing its offspring. Each of the three 
original congregations experienced serious problems in their struggle 
to exist during the transition period of the next few decades. 


Surely, the consecrated ministry of wonderful pastors was largely 
responsible for keeping active each of these churches. At First Church, 
it was the inspired leadership of Dr. Joseph A. Vance. At Fort 
Street, Dr. Edward H. Pence bridged the gap during the worst days 
of transition. 


Miemmspired ministry of Wr. Alfred Barr and of Dr. Samuel 
Forrer plus the faithfulness of many of the pioneer family members 
hemieeurecnurc 4 vital link in tire church history of Detroit as we, 
too, struggled for existence. 

Dr. Barr, whose ministry spanned the Golden Jubilee in 1904, was 
one of the first to sense the changing tide in the community about the 
church. It was a severe shock to everyone to face the reality that 
the fine Newberry Memorial Chapel and the comparatively new 
auditorium, completed in 1892, were fast becoming a “church without 
a congregation. | 

The session records, during Dr. Barr's ministry contained many 
references to the need of a new church in a new community. At the 
time of Dr. Barr's departure in 1911 to assume a pastorate in Baltimore, 
Maryland, there was a great deal of earnest talk about this new church. 
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Dr. J. Frederick Fitschen,-‘Jr., was called’ to assume our pulpit 
and remained only a few years. His pastorate was followed by a long 
period of ‘pulpit supply, which added only to the problems of main- 
taining a congregation. The following excerpt from a letter of Dr. 
Forrer, written to the Centennial Book Committee, gives a very 
clear picture of the status of the church at that time. However, it 
also clearly shows that the people in the church were very cognizant 
of the need of a new church. 


After Dr. Fitschen’s departure, Jefferson Avenue had “‘pulpit supplies” for 
about two years. I preached my first sermon there as a pulpit supply in May, 
1918, on “The Ideal Man.” 


Dr. Zuidema and four others were in the choir. I was in the pulpit and 36 men 
and women were in the pews! This was in the old church at Jefferson and Rivard. 


I was not extended a call, because, as the pulpit committee said, “Some of our 
committee think you too young for the building program before us.” 


The committee extended a call to Dr. Vance's brother in Nashville , Tennessee, 
who looked the field over and decided he was ‘‘too old” for such a building program. 


I was called in November, 1918. Found in the books a membership of several 
hundred but in fact only 150 on whom we could rely. 

Dr. Forrer proved to be a young and very ambitious pastor who 
would not sit quietly by and see the Jefferson Avenue Church whither 
away. The first eight years of his fruitful ministry were largely spent 
in amalgamating Bethany and Jefferson and in building a beautiful 
and fitting Gothic cathedral type church which would be a lasting 
tribute to the pioneer families of the old church. 

The new church was also planned as an inspirational worship center 
for a greater congregation which Dr. Forrer could foresee. Many of 
our present members can remember the persuasive manner with which 
their new pastor influenced the people to back his projects. Samuel 
Forrer was not only a fine spiritual leader, but a very practical man. 

The old Jefferson Avenue congregation had dwindled in numbers 
but was still a very powerful unit of people devoted to God's work. 
The immense benefits to be derived from an amalgamation with one 
of the overcrowded newer churches became very apparent as a site 
for the new church was being planned. 

The Bethany-Jefferson Avenue union was the result of many prayers, 
much planning and a great deal of co-operation on the part of both 
congregations and of Dr. Clinton W. Lowrie, who was the beloved 
minister of Bethany at that time. The obstacles in the way of this 
fusion seemed almost without end for a time but finally it was 
accomplished. The event was a memorable one in Detroit church 
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LAYING THE CORNERSTONE OF THE PRESENT CHURCH ON 
JUNE 1, 1924 


history when on October 5, 1924, all members of the Bethany and the 
Jefferson Avenue congregations enrolled as Charter Members of the 
new Jefferson Avenue Church. 

Recourse to the church records reveals many other problems that 
had to be solved before the fulfillment of the new church dream. 
However, great faith and God's good will prevailed and the new and 
beautiful church in which we are now privileged to worship was com- 
pleted after nearly four years of construction at a total cost of over 
$1,250,000 (pre-inflation). 

The new church was made up of two distinct units, the large 
auditorium and the beautiful Dodge Memorial Chapel. On June |, 
1924, Mrs. Horace E. Dodge laid the cornerstone of the chapel which 
was her gift in memory of her husband. At the same ceremony, Dr. 
Barr, returning from McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago, 
where he then held a professorship, placed within the cornerstone of 
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DR. SAMUEL H. FORRER 
(Pastor, 1919-1945 and Pastor Emeritus since 1945) 


the church a bronze tablet dedicating the tower to the honor and 
memory of John S. Newberry. At completion, the new church build- 
ing was widely acclaimed throughout America as a very distinguished 
addition to the ecclesiastical architecture of our country. 


To give a deeper appreciation and reverence for our beautiful house 
of worship the following excerpts are reprinted from Dr. Forrers 
sermon of March 28th, 1926, as given at the opening service in the 
new church. 


THE SIMIPILUDE, OF aE MrEE. 
The temple of God should be the noblest building in the community. 


The ideal church is made of stone, built in such a way that the longer it stands 


the better it looks; and it should embody in itself the dignity and grace emblematic 
of its lofty purpose. 


The building itself should appeal to all that is best in us: it should direct 
our thoughts to the Infinite and the Eternal, and instill in our hearts the desire 
to hold audience with Him. 


Reverence for God should be expressed in reverent architecture in the temple 
of God. 
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Gothic architecture is the ideal church architecture, having been created some 
eight hundred years ago by the church under the inspiration of the religious 
motive. 


Gothic towers and pinnacles and turrets and pointed arches and tapering spires 
proclaim the aspirations of the worshippers who gather within the church walls. 

In his “Seven Lamps of Architecture’> Mr. Ruskin gives us an interpretation 
of the Gothic. To his responsive soul the Gothic temple itself conveys a sevenfold 
message of sacrifice, truth, stability, beauty, life, memory and obedience. 


KOMESSAGE OF SACRIFICE. 
Think of the thousands who have cemented these walls with their very blood! 


How many men toiled in the sand-pits and glass factories of England, on 
freight trains and steamships, in studio and church, to create yon marvellous 
predella of the Christ-Child in Art-Glass, and that gloriously colorful Gospel 
of the risen Christ! 

Dream of the thousands that have wrought together, day and night, to make 
ready for our use to-day this superb organ with its five or six thousand pipes 
and its tens of thousands of inspirations. 

Here have been architects and builders and workmen of all crafts from Detroit ; 
woodcarvers from Oberamergau; granite from New England; bells of the carillon 
from Old England; organ from Boston; furnishings from Chicago; windows 
from Philadelphia; Silesian marble from Italy; copper from Colorado; lead 
and zinc from South America; flower vases from Japan! 

To build the original temple in Jerusalem, Solomon went to Tyre for beams 
and draperies, and to Ophir for gold. 

But we have literally encircled the globe for treasures to enrich and beautify 
this temple of the Most High. 

Into the payment of the cost of this church have entered the sacrificial offerings 
of the rich and the poor. 

This temple is the price of the sacrificial blood of thousands and within its 
sacred walls we uncover, as did Moses at the burning bush, “for the ground 
whereon we stand is holy.” 


AeWESSAGE OF TRUTEL 

No church should reflect the dishonesty of using materials in an attempt to 
deceive the eyes of the worship of God, there should be no shams, no imitations. 
Let everything be true, real, genuine. 

As to this building, the walls are granite on Jefferson Avenue, and the walls 
are granite on the back alley. The gutters are fluted copper on Jefferson Avenue 
and they are fluted copper on the back alley. 


A MESSAGE OF STABILITY. 

Stradivarius said: “I am building violins for eternity.” 

This temple of God is built for the ages, and the succeeding generations of men. 
Re-inforced concrete, steel frames, slate tiles, granite walls, no wonder the 
builder is quoted as having said: “This is the most substantial building of 
any kind that I have ever erected.” 
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AUMESSAGE OF SBEAU IY 


This building is not just a construction. This is architecture. 

Everywhere about this temple we discern evidences that not simply an 
engineer and builder but also an architect has been here. 

The building itself is petrified music. 

The walls, the chancel arch, the ceilings, the hand-carved wood work, the 
windows, the great organ, the tower with its artistic stone tracery and the 
carillon of Croyden bells, the building as a whole, the-ensemble, is a symphony 
of praise solidified into granite. 

Ancient Greece taught the world this lesson, that has been remembered for 
twenty-five centuries, that there is real place for beauty in life. 

We have so much downright ugliness in the world. 

So much ugliness in Nature: shattered limbs, splintered bodies, putrefying 
trunks, bogs and fens and foul morasses, that men cross the earth just to see 
the beauty spots. 

So many ugly churches that when we see a real temple of God the heart with 
rapture thrills. 

The great Head of the church was Himself an Artist. His parables are as 
perfect as a Greek Statue. Ours is not a God of ugliness but of beauty. 


A-MESSAGE FOr ewe hye 


This church is built for use. Glorious as it is it is not an end in itself but 
only a means to an end. 

These buildings shall be dedicated to the threefold development of the 
coming generations in body and mind and heart. 

Our object here is not the culture of manhood and womanhood, but the 
culture of Christian manhood and womanhood. 

“That your sons...and your daughters may grow up into the similitude 
of this temple,” sacrificial in spirit, true in soul, genuine in life, strong in body, 
sound in mind, pure in heart. 

So that the real church we are helping to build becomes—‘No dead pile 
of stones and meaningless timbers; but a living thing. When you enter it you 
hear a sound—a sound as of some mighty poem chanted! Listen long enough 
and you will learn that it is made up of the beating of human hearts—of the 
nameless music of men’s souls—that is, if you have ears. If you have eyes, you 
will presently see the church itself—a looming mystery of many shapes and 
shadows, leaping clear from floor to dome. The work of no ordinary builder. 
The pillars go up like the brawny trunks of heroes; the sweet human flesh of 
men and women is moulded about its bulwarks, strong, impregnable; the faces 
of little. children laugh out from every corner stone. The great spaces and arches 
of it are the clasped hands of comrades; and up in the heights are inscribed the 
numberless musings of the dreamers of the world. It is still building, building 
and built upon. Sometimes the work goes forward in deep darkness; sometimes 
in blinding light. Now beneath the burden of unutterable anguish; now to 
the tune of great laughter and heroic shouting like the cry of thunder. Some- 
times in the silence of the night-time one may hear the tiny hammerings of the 
comrades at work up in the dome, the comrades that have climbed ahead.” 


Amen. 
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The Marine Hospital, long a Detroit historical landmark on East 
Jefferson Avenue near Mt. Elliott, was the stage backdrop...Mrs. 
Dr. George B. Russel and Mrs. John S. Bagg, both members of 
Jefferson Avenue Church, were the principal character actors. ..and 
the time of the action was a Sunday afternoon in the month of June, 
in the year 1863. 


This introduces a historical sketch that represents three-fourths of a 
century of consecrated sacrifices and triumphs of the Bethany Church. 
An historical booklet on Jefferson Avenue Church would be far from 
complete if we did not include a review of the Church in which many 
of our present members were baptized or married. 


Mrs. Russel and Mrs. Bagg received the permission of Dr. 
Davenport, the physician in charge of the Marine Hospital, to use 
one of the wards as a Sunday School room. With the assistance of 
Thomas Hearst, the hospital steward, these two Christian pioneers 
brought their children and two other children together for the first 
time in a worship study group of 14 people. The origin of this school 
was due principally to the energy and devotion of Mrs. Russel, whose 


family name is written indelibly in the records of our Jefferson Avenue 
Church. 


In a few weeks, with the assistance of William Wheeler, Leonard 
Lawrence and John A. Berry of our church, a well-attended Sunday 
School was established. The ward of the hospital was soon crowded 
to overflowing. To the original children and their parents, soon were 
added sailors, hospital attendants and people of all denominations. 


For seven years, services were held in the Marine Hospital. This 
Sunday School was entirely independent of any church organization 
and consequently the group was without any financial backing to 
secure property for the enlargement of their work. 


The first substantial contribution towards securing a new and suit- 
able place for an enlarged Sunday School came from a former member 
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of our church, Mr. F. J. B. Crane, who was in Europe at that time. 
It is noteworthy that Mr. Crane also gave the property and the first 
$500 for the Sunday School which became the Forest Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church (now Redeemer Church). 


Those in charge of the Mission school now ventured forth and bought 
property on Grand Boulevard near the Belle Isle Bridge. In the 
spring of 1870, a modest mission house was built on this property. 
As the area around Jefferson and the Boulevard was then known as 
“Hamtramck” the school soon took the name of Hamtramck Union 
Mission. 


It became quite evident that the Mission should have denomi- 
national backing to secure its continued success. The majority of 
those interested in the work of the Mission, both on the teaching 
staff and on the financial subscribers list, were Presbyterians. By 
common consent and because James McMillan and John S. Newberry 
offered to pay the indebtedness on the building, the mission in July, 
1878, became known as a Presbyterian Mission. The property passed, 
without incumberance, into the hands of the Jefferson Avenue Church, 
and yearly reports were given to the session of our church. 


A very significant statement is found in the report given in 1879: 


The question with this Mission which hereafter, for its pecuniary maintenance, 
will be more than ever dependent upon the Presbyterian Church, is not so 
much what the harvest will be, as who will gather it? There is promise not 
only of a large and interesting Mission School but very soon of a church.” 


This was the first mention of a projected church. Weekly prayer 
meetings began to be held, and the YMCA began to hold gospel meet- 
ings in the Mission house. 


On March 13, 1882, the Mission was formally taken under the 
care of the Presbyterian Alliance. This Alliance served the same 
purpose, in that day, as the Church Extension Board does in the 
Presbytery today. At this meeting, the Mission was placed under a 
committee of Elders from our church, who were to provide, as they 
saw fit, for the preaching and other necessary services until the next 
meeting of the Alliance. 


Unsuccessful efforts were made to get a theological student to take 
over the work during the summer. However, the first preaching 
services were conducted in the afternoon of each Sabbath by resident 
ministers of the city. It is recorded that these were not too successful 
and were soon discontinued. 
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This church was located on East Grand Boulevard near Jefferson Avenue from 
1870 until 1896. The name was changed to Bethany in 1892. 


In the fall of 1882, Rev. David M. Cooper, pastor of Memorial 
Church, was added to the committee of Elders. It was from the estate 
of Dr. Cooper's father, that a bequest had been received which enabled 
the Mission to secure its first library and organ. 


The following spring (1883), with the assistance of Dr. Cooper, the 
committee of our Elders were able to secure the services of Rev. Thomas 
Bartholomew from the Presbytery of Saginaw. Mr. Bartholomew was 
hired for four months at a stipulated salary of $50 per month. 


The immediate success of the new preacher brought steps to organize 
a Presbyterian Church in the Hamtramck mission. Rev. Bartholomew's 
salary was raised to $100 a month with a new six months agreement. 


On October 25th, 1883, a commission from the Presbytery met 
with the people of the Mission after devotional exercises to organize 
the church with the name Hamtramck Presbyterian Church. Mr. 
John E. Edwards and Mr. Charles E. Bewick were elected Elders and 
there were twenty-six charter members. At a meeting held November 
25th, 1883, a board of trustees was elected consisting of Charles Bewick, 
Thomas Berry, John E. Edwards, Stanley B. Smith and George A. 
Rackham. 

The following year, at the annual meeting of the Jefferson Avenue 
Church, a resolution was passed instructing the trustees of the Church 
to deed to the Hamtramck Church the two lots and the building on 
the Boulevard. 
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For nearly two years, Rev. Bartholomew continued his inspiring 
work, begun as related in the previous paragraphs. Nineteen new 
members were added to the church roll during his ministry. He was 
followed by Rev. I. N. Sprague as the Stated Supply for nearly five 
months. 


In the meantime Rev. Harry S. Jenkinson was called from Northville 
and on April 22nd, 1886, he became the first installed pastor of the 


Church. During his pastorate of nearly five years 145 persons were 
added to the Church roll. 


In 1891, the Rev. Wilson D. Sexton, was called to the pastorate. 
In this centennial year some of our members still fondly cherish the 
memory of Dr. and Mrs. Sexton. 


In March, 1892, by action of the congregation and with the per- 
mission of the Presbytery, the name of the church was changed to 
Bethany Presbyterian. The new name was more scriptural and 
euphonious than Hamtramck. It was a few years later that the area 
in the northern part of the city took the name “Hamtramck” and the 
old Belle Isle Bridge area lost its identity under that name. 

As was noted in the previous chapter—Detroit was growing fast. 
The Missions which had been built virtually at the outer city limits 
in 1870, now found the community moving eastward. In May, 1893, 
upon the advice of the Presbyterian Alliance, a site for a much needed 
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larger church and chapel was purchased on Champlain Street (now 
Lafayette) and Seyburn Avenue. This property 105 x 172 feet was 
purchased for $4,500. In 1896, the old church property on the Boule- 
vard was sold for $6,500 and immediate steps were taken to erect a new 
church. 


The Young Peoples Society, which was organized by Dr. Sexton 
in 1892, became a potent factor in the life and development of Bethany 
Church. Many years later, Dr. Sexton was quoted as saying that much 
of the phenomenal growth of Bethany Church could be attributed to 
the work of this group of young people. These young leaders were 
to become prominent in the adult affairs of Jefferson Avenue Church 
in the years to follow. 

After about ten years of inspired ministry Rev. Sexton accepted 
poouncrmcall and the Rev. Glerbert W. Reherd was called to succeed 
him. The church growth continued during the ensuing years and its 
influence for good in the new lower east side area was acclaimed 
throughout the city. 

In June, 1906, Dr. James Thompson Black began his ministry, which 
was to be terminated by his untimely death on December 7, 1915. 
During his pastorate many new organizations within the church 
began to flourish. The Women’s Association, The Flower Girls’ Guild, 
The Westminster Guild and the Men's Bible Classes began to take 


BETHANY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Dedicated in January, 1897, this beautiful chapel was built on Champlain Street 
(now Lafayette) near Seyburn. 
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their place along with the Sunday School and the Young People’s 
Society as potent factors in the life of the Bethany Church. 


The last of the pastors in the Bethany cycle was Rev. Clinton W. 
Lowrie. Under Dr. Lowrie, Bethany grew to have a membership of 
nearly 1000 communicants. Through the difficult years of World War 
I and the period which followed, he was a tower of strength in Bethany 
Church and in the Detroit Presbytery. 


Much of the material used in this review of Bethany was furnished 
by one of our members serving on the Centennial Committee, Miss 
Alice B. Carter. Miss Carter's father, George B. Carter, was for 
many years chairman of the Board of Trustees of Bethany and her 
grandfather, James Hogg, was one of the charter members. 


It was shortly after the close of World War I, in 1918, that Dr. 
Forrer first broached the subject of a possible united church of 
Bethany and Jefferson Avenue. The problems besetting this joining 
of the two congregations seemed too serious to warrant further 
discussion but the matter was kept alive. 


No written words can properly pay tribute to the devotion and 
foresight of the two congregations, and especially of Dr. Forrer and 
Dr. Lowrie. On a memorable Sunday morning, October Sth, all the 
members of Bethany and old Jefferson affixed their signatures as 
charter members of the new Jefferson Avenue Church. 
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This building was dedicated on March 28, 1926, by the combined congregations 

of Bethany and Jefferson. The cost of this magnificent Gothic styled house of 

worship exceeded $1,250,000 and included many memorial gifts. Located 

within Indian Village at East Jefferson and Burns Drive, the church serves a 
large parish drawn ever closer by rapid transportation. 


les: of Vemoril: inehad gob in tee present (ral! 
Building alt time of lederhion (1926) 


The Chapel . . . . built in memory of Florace E. Dodge andiaivenss,, 
his wife, Anna Thompson Dodge. 


The Organ . . . ~ given in memory of Horace Elgin Dodgewi yams 
children, Delphine and Horace, Jr. 


The Baptismal Font . .. . given in loving memory of Katharine 
Shearer Russel. 


Pewabic Drinking Fountain .... given in memory of Ellen W. 
Wight by Mrs. Jere Hutchins and Miss Anne Russel. 


Furniture in the Beginners’ Department . . . . given in memory of Miss 
Martha Berry by Mrs. Cathrina Berry Pendleton. 


Furniture in the Primary Department . . . . given by Mrs. Thomas H. 
Simpson. 


The Carillon . . . . given in memory of Henry Russel by his wife, 
Eleanor Towle Russel. 


The Tower... . given by the church in recognition of theslite 16a" 
fidelity and generosity of John Stoughton Newberry 
(1836-1887) and Helen Handy Newberry (1835-1912). 


The South Window ... . given in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Berry by their daughters, Mrs. Frances Berry Colby, 
Mrs. Cathrina Berry Pendleton and Miss Elizabeth 


Berry. 

The East and West Windows . . . . given in memory of her husband 
by Mrs. Albert L. Stevens. 

The Pulpit Furniture . . . . given in memory of Charles Bruce Jones 
by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Lewis H. Jones. 

The Narthex Furniture... . given in memory of George H. Russel 
by his children. 

Pulpit Bible and Hymnals .... given by Dr. and Mrs. Alfred H. 
Barr. 

Study Furniture... . a gift from the W. K. Muir Library. 

Great Clock in Guild Room . . . . given in memory of Miss Elizabeth 


Davey by MrsvF. J. Stout. 
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Electric Clock in Guild Room... . given in memory of her husband 
by Mrs. Harry Morgan. 

The Acousticon and Original Outdoor Illumination at Christmas Time 
. given by Mr. and Mrs. Earnest Gardner Swift. 

The Communion Table . . . . given by Mrs. Madeline King McMath 
in memory of her mother, Matilda Davenport King 
(1837-1912). 


The Pulpit Flower Vase... . given in memory of Dr. James N. 
Francis by his wife, Evie Harris Francis. 
The Hymn Boards... . given in memory of Corwin Van Husan by 


his mother and sister, Christine Muir Van Husan and 
Christine Muir Newberry. 


The Offering Plates . . . . given in memory of Frank H. Canfield by 
his children. 
The Seven Elders Chairs .... given by loved ones and friends in 


memory of W. K. Anderson, A. A. Dwight, Elisha Taylor, 
Direlamese Vie rancis, Mrs. C2 W. Lowrie, Dr Ds W. 
Seton a) tay) ele lacks 

The Pulpit Flag... . given in memory of William Muir Russel by 
his father, Henry Russel. (Renewed by Mrs. Allen F. 
ay ards.) 

Granite Bulletin Board . . . . given in memory of Elizabeth Cookerly 
Wilson by her son, Ralph C. Wilson. 


The list of memorials included in the new church 
as hereby compiled is complete as far as can be 
ascertained from the older records and from a list 
compiled by Dr. Forrer in 1948. Any omissions 
would be regrettable, and one purpose in our pub- 
lishing this list is that any oversight can be rectified 
in the permanent church records. 


There were many additional memorials given in 
the old church and in Bethany as well as those that 
have been given during the years following the 
dedication. A complete list of these gifts is re- 
corded in the Memorial Book, which will be on dis- 
play during the Centennial Observance Week. The 
permanent record is part of the Church Records. 
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Within Ov When ory 


The Lord works in mysterious ways... . this was surely true in 
the role played by the “‘horseless buggy’ in the history of our church. 


The age of mass production, which was brought on by the new in- 
vention of the automobile, caused the distortions of rapid expansion in 
our city. The quick out-growth of the populace resulted in the decima- 
tion of our church attendance. The membership, even now, continues 
to spread over an ever increasing area. Today, however, the auto- 
mobile and the rapid transit era that has been ushered in are indeed 
great contributing factors in the present growth and strength of the 
church. Nearly every family has a car, and riding five, ten or even 
thirty minutes to worship in the church seems to make very little 
difference. The plans for even better transportation facilities seem to 
insure the continued need for our church in its wide-spread parish and 
expanding influence. 


The splendid ministry of Dr. Samuel Forrer spanned nearly three 
decades. This period witnessed historical happenings of world im- 
portance greater than those in any other similar length of time in human 
history. The first of the servicemen from our church were just return- 
ing from World War I when the new minister preached his first sermon 
in the old church at Rivard and Jefferson. A few years of readjustment 
followed the World War I and then a great era of national prosperity 
was enjoyed. 


A previous chapter noted that the congregation was very small and 
that the need of a great rebuilding program was uppermost in the mind 
of the new pastor and his congregation. During this time the twin 
projects of the Bethany merger and building the new church claimed 
the major share of attention of pastor and congregation. These 
efforts, as previously related, were crowned with success, and the story 
of our church now lies within the memory of a large group in our 
present congregation. 
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The peaks and valleys of human experience always remain most 
vivid in memory. Thus it is that this brief story can touch upon 
only a few of these high or low points; whereas the everyday course 
of events that made up the greater part of the life and ministry of the 
church must go unrecorded. 


The zeal and effort of the ministers, their assistants and the officers 
and members of the church during the last quarter century are amazing 
to say the least. Those that labored during the first 75 years left a 
splendid heritage that we salute in this our Centennial. However, in 
this mid-century era, the complexities that face the administration of 
a large church, such as ours, present a challenge that only the brave 
and the faithful dare meet. 


As we look back, surely the thrill of worshipping in the beautiful 
new church was a high peak. The larger congregation was a challenge 
and a thrill to the minister. There remained an indebtedness of nearly 
$175,000 on the new auditorium, but this caused very little concern in 
view of the prosperity of the time. The Bethany Church property as 
well as the old Rivard property and Newberry Chapel were considered 
as assets which would more than offset the indebtedness. 


The crash of 1929 and the years of depression which followed are so 
vivid to many of us that a recording of the activities during that 
period hardly seems necessary. Such were the hardships and problems 
encountered that even now they seem very fresh in our memory after 
more than 20 eventful years. 


The real estate assets of the church, which were to have paid off 
the indebtedness, became almost non-existent. The financial prob- 
lems of the church and how they were solved are indeed a story in 
themselves. The records of the Board of Trustees disclose the names of 
many members, past and present, who gave their personal guarantees 
in signing the notes of the church. Indeed, our whole Centennial 
observance might well be dedicated to the Board of Trustees. Their 
work through the years, individually and collectively, is largely re- 
sponsible for the splendid condition of our church building and finances 
at the present time. 


Returning to our story of the depression and how it affected the 
church, we find the following interesting data recorded in the minute 
books. At the annual congregational meetings, held in the years 
1933, 1934 and 1935, a new committee was called upon for a report. 
Dr. Forrer had aptly named this committee the Grocery Department. 
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Many families in our parish were furnished all of their daily food 
requirements through this department; many others received tem- 
porary help during the most severe winter months with both food 
and coal. During these dark days, our congregation drew strength 
and consolation from the steady, spiritual leadership of Dr. Forrer. 


The indebtedness of the church was a constant irritation during the 
years of the great depression. Interest and principal payments, which 
had lapsed during the darkest days, were again being made as the 
general financial condition began to improve. However, the bank 
which held our note had been placed in the hands of a Receiver after 
the “Bank Holiday” of 1932. The Receiver was very anxious, by 
1939, to make a cash settlement in order to close his books. 


Real estate values had dropped to an all-time low level and cash 
money was still at a premium. Together with a committee from the 
church, the Receiver presented an agreement whereby the church 
should try to pay $50,000 in cash immediately and pledge the income 
of the Endowment Fund in order to pay off an additional $25,000 
within three years or less. Whereas this agreement was advantageous 
to the church from a strictly financial viewpoint, there were two 
stumbling blocks in the way of its acceptance. These two obstacles 
were the task of raising the cash on such short notice and the reluctance 
of some of our church people to come to any agreement that fell short 
of a full settlement of the obligations entered into by the church. 


During the next few months pledges and gifts were solicited and © 
the $50,000 cash payment was made. This simple statement of fact, 
in reality, represented great sacrificial giving by the whole congregation 
and included gifts both large and small. 


No small amount of credit for the raising of this amount was due the 
committee of four of the Trustees: Ferris D. Stone, the church treas- 
Miemmidenty 1. Armstrong, Jr, secretary of the Board of Trustees; 
George Fink and Norman McLeod. In accepting the thanks of the 
entire congregation for their outstanding work, this committee in 
turn gave credit to all the people for their support. They also voiced 
their opinion that it would have been better if the church had insisted 
on full repayment of the obligation despite the insistance of the Re- 
ceiver that a fast cash settlement was the best for the bank under the 
existing circumstances. 

The old Bethany Church had been sold in 1926 to the First Church 
of the Brethren for a sum of $37,500 with a down payment of $7,500. 
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Because of the financial stress of the years that followed, this church 
was unable to meet its payments, and finally in 1939 our Trustees 
made a cash settlement that completed this transaction. 


For those interested in real estate values and finances, the follow- 
ing account is noteworthy: The 120 x 200 ft. lot at Jefferson and 
Rivard was purchased in 1853 for $11,000. The original church 
auditorium was built in 1854 at a cost of approximately $40,000. 
The newer building was constructed in 1893 at an estimated cost of 
$200,000. This entire property was sold to the Gregory Boat Works 
in 1940 for $10,000 in cash. The Newberry Chapel, the cost of which 
exceeded $80,000 in 1877, was sold to the Detroit City Rescue Mission 
for.) 12,500. 


These sacrificial sales were made with the approval of the congre- 
gation in order to settle the final indebtedness of the new church and 
to release the income of the Endowment Fund for church use. Fin- 
ally, after struggling with the indebtedness for nearly 15 years, the 
church was back on a sound financial basis. 


Reference to the Endowment Fund appears in early records of the 
church. In 1904, the Union Trust Company was appointed trustee 
of the fund which contained a few mortages as well as cash which had 
been bequeathed to the church for its endowment. Eventually the 
decision was made to put the funds into industrial investments. In _ 
1935, the church received a substantial block of Parke, Davis and Com- 
pany stock under the provisions of the will of Mrs. Eleanor T. Russel. 
The Russel family, who contributed so much to the church, as have 
many others listed in the Trustee records, continue their stewardship to 
their church and to their Lord through the Endowment Fund. 


The fund is now managed by the Detroit Trust Company, and con- 
sists of a well-balanced portfolio of investments that yield a yearly 
income average of about $6,500. 


It is hoped that the Endowment Fund may be enlarged so that a 
greater part of the income of the church can be used for purely be- 
nevolent purposes. It is self-evident that in a church plant as large 
and extensive as is ours, a large sum of money must be expended each 
year for its growth, maintenance and program. Thus, it may 
continue to be an inspiration for worship to succeeding generations. 
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BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE: This became the new slogan for 
the church and its minister. Again, the grim prospect and reality 
of an even greater World War intervened. Our church did its share 
and much more in the common effort to win an unwanted war. 


The work of Walter Joachim in keeping in contact with all the 
boys in service was very outstanding. “Yoke,” as he was fondly 
called by many of the boys, kept up the interest of the church by his 
Contact “letters toumensinusenvice: 

Mr. Joachim was appointed as youth work director in 1934, and 
his service to the church in this capacity continued until he resigned 
in 1943. While doing his share in one of Detroit's war industry plants 
and now in private business, Walter has continued his service to our 
church on the Session, in the Sunday School, as chairman or member 
of many important committees, and he is now serving as general 
chairman of our Centennial Committee. 

Another high spot in our memory cycle would include the great 
homecoming banquet given for all the returned servicemen which was 
attended by 800 people desiring to honor and welcome home our boys. 

Suddenly it happened—the event that the people of the church had 
hoped would never come to pass. Dr. Forrer was resting in the choir 
room during the interval between two wedding ceremonies on a hot 
Saturday afternoon in June, 1944. Talking with the organist and 
tenor, he mentioned his desire to retire. “I have my eye on one or 
two fine young chaplains who deserve a challenging congregation with 
which to work. These were his words as he voiced his determination 
to place his beloved people into the hands of a younger man. Thus, 
to two close friends, he casually announced his intention to retire, 
after a ministry of nearly 27 years. This retirement became a reality 
in September 1945. The congregation united with Dr. Forrer in his 
request to Presbytery for a dissolution of his ministry. A motion 
was made and unanimously supported that Dr. Forrer be made Pastor 
Emeritus of Jefferson Avenue Church. 

At the same congregational meeting a Pulpit Committee of seven 
persons was named which consisted of Mrs. Alle Zuidema, Miss Mary 
Margaret Carothers, Miss Ruth Palmer, James Greig, Alfred Taylor, 
Donald M. Carson, and Walter O. Joachim as chairman. 

A memorable day, indeed it was, on Sunday, December 9, 1945, 
that a meeting of the congregation was held following the church 
service. Dr. Ratz, pastor of Fort Street Church, acted as moderator 
and conducted the meeting. The report of the Pulpit Committee was 
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Dien eeaN ANDREW ZAUN IN THE PULPIT CF THE CHURCH 


given by its chairman. This report closed with a recommendation 
that Jefferson Avenue Church extend a call to Chaplain Allan A. Zaun, 
U.S.N.R. The moderator voiced the sentiments of the large group 
attending in congratulating the committee on the finest report he had 
ever been privileged to hear. Ballots were passed after a discussion 
period, and all were indeed thrilled to hear the announcement by the 
elders, serving as tellers, that the call of Chaplain Zaun had been 
unanimously approved with everyone voting. Dr. Zaun was installed 
as the new pastor on February 21, 1946. 

Assured within himself that the committee had made a wise choice, 
Dr. Forrer and his charming wife had retired to live in the South. 
With his keen foresight he had decided that the new pastor should 
have a ‘free hand” in his first association with his new church. 
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LET GEORGE DO IT! This slogan has long been associated with 
church organizations and a close look at the records show that our 
church, too, suffered from this affliction at times. To find a constant 
remedy for this ‘disease’ was a major concern of the new church 
administration. 


Personal responsibility of individual members raised up our church 
100 years ago. Personal devotion has kept the Christian torch alight 
within our sacred walls. Success, to whatever degree we may have 
attained it, can only be measured by the effort and support of each 
individual church member. 


It soon became evident that our new young pastor, Allan Zaun, 
had the ability to get a great number of individuals interested in 
doing things for the church. The three church boards were enlarged, 
and today there are 72 men holding office. These include 24 elders on 
the Session, 12 trustees and 36 deacons. In addition there are always 
at least one-third of this number on sabbatical one-year leaves. 
Flanked by this corps of officers, Dr. Zaun and his staff have made 
great advances in revitalizing the program of our church. The church 
membership records were closely examined and a personal visitation 
on all inactive members was undertaken by the elders of the church. 


The New Life Movement within the whole Protestant church re- 
ceived special prominence in the program of our own church. The 
importance of the evangelistic approach to the un-churched through 
personal evangelism and friendly home calls was impressed upon the 
congregation by the new minister. Our church has received nearly 
1,000 new members during the last eight years of the present pastorate. 
Our total membership is now nearing 1,400. 


Dr. Forrer, as one of the earlier presidents of the Council of Churches, 
did much to organize the Protestant churches of Detroit into a strong 
united group working together to advance the Lord’s work in our 
city. Dr. Allan Zaun, too, is very active in the Council. Jefferson 
Avenue Church has also maintained its high place in the Presbytery 
of Detroit. Dr. Zaun is now the vice-moderator of this Presbytery 
which includes 81 churches. This is indeed an honor to both Dr. 
Zaun and to our church as we enter our Centennial year and Detroit 
plays host to the General Assembly of the whole church in America. 


Jefferson Avenue Church has from its very beginning been mission 
conscious. At home, we have been ever alert to lead and help in the 
establishment of new churches and Sunday schools. The church 
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and the Women's Guild have always given generous support to the 
work of the Foreign Mission Board. At the present time, as part of 
our ‘Benevolence Quota” to the Presbytery, we are designating funds 
for certain definite missions and projects which are of special interest 
to our church. This consists of the full or partial support of the 
following: 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Oltman who are teachers in a Christian Mission School in 
Tokyo, Japan; 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Ainslie who are medical missionaries in Guatemala City, 
Guatemala in Central America; 
Miss Irene Richman from the Indian Mission School in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico; 
Miss Helen F. McClure who is principal of the Dara Academy in Chiengmai, 
Thailand; and 
Mrs. E. M. Clark who is a missionary in Tokyo, Japan. 


As part of our benevolent giving, certainly two of the high points 
for our church were its participation in the Restoration Fund in 1946- 
1948 and also the current Capital Funds Drive of the General Assembly. 


The Restoration Fund was instituted to rebuild the war-torn Prot- 
estant churches in Europe and Asia. It also was to provide funds for 
a continuing ministry to our service men who were still being called 
upon to protect the peace of the world. The Jefferson Avenue quota 
was given as $30,000. At the end of the drive our church had gone 
20% above its quota in meeting this pressing need of the church at 


THE MANSE 


The beautiful manse of the church is located at 823 Westchester in Grosse 
Pointe Park, close to the center of the present church membership. The home 
was purchased by the congregation in 1948 at a cost of $27,500. 
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ECLARENCEVHARRISON JEROME MEI TAL DONALD? KEGEEK 


These three young men, all members of Jefferson Avenue 

Church, are now preparing for the Lord’s ministry. 
arge. A $5,000 X-ray machine was presented to the Presbyterian 
Hospital at Taegu, South Korea, as part of the Restoration Fund in 
1948. The machine was given as a memorial for the 110 men and 
women of Jefferson Avenue who served in World War II. Although 
it was meant for use by the unfortunate South Korean civilians, the 
X-ray machine also served in treating United Nations troops. 


The Presbyterian Church is now in the midst of its Capital Funds 
campaign. It was decided to make this the first objective of the 
Centennial Fund Drive. Our quota was assigned to us as $10,000 
to be raised during 1953 and 1954. The church is most happy to 
have already paid this amount and to have sent an additional $2,000 
for immediate use for the rebuilding and rehabilitation of present 
educational facilities in the seminaries of our church. This fund 
is also being used for the establishment of new churches throughout 
the fast growing communities of America. Before the end of the 
Centennial year it is expected that an even greater over-subscription to 
this most worthy fund may be made. 


The Session of our Church is at the present time sponsoring three 
young men of the church in their studies for the ministry. Jerome 
Mettetal was a very successful lawyer in Detroit and was a leader 
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in the Youth Work of our Church. He felt the call to the ministry 
and is now in his third year at McCormick Seminary. Jerome has 
preached in our sanctuary on a number of occasions and will surely 
be an inspiring leader to some fine congregation after his graduation. 
The second candidate for the ministry is Donald Keller, who after 
graduating from college last spring is now enrolled in his first year at 
McCormick. Donald is a member of a family who have long been 
faithful members of our church. The Session was also very happy to 
sponsor a newer member of our church, Clarence Harrison, as he con- 
tinues his studies at Davis and Elkins College in preparation to enter 
into the ministry. The Lord is indeed blessing the work of the church 
as we find that in the Centennial year there are three young men of 
such high calibre under the sponsorship of the Session in preparing 
toremeer iull-time into the Lord's work. 


As our story of Jefferson Church comes to a close, the evaluation of 
the present is purposely short. 


Ieeroie was settled on a bend in the river so that Cadillac and his 
settlers could look in both directions. Our Centennial observance has 
beckoned us to look backward over a colorful, crowded, and often 
problem-studded past. It also invites us to look ahead. 


PRESENT CHURCH STARE 


Rear (L to R)—Dr. Zaun, Pastor; Dr. Zuidema, Director of Music; Rev. Stanhope, 
Minister of Christian Education. 


Front—Harvey Morgan, Building Superintendent; Miss Marion J. Schumaker, Church 
Secretary; Henry F. Wynn, Assistant Custodian. 
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Not one of us can say for sure what lies ahead for our church. What 
we can say is that something new and wonderful is at work among us. 
A fine spiritual strength is most evident and a new enthusiasm to 
“have a hand” in the Lord's work is shown by the gathering momentum 
of the Centennial observance and growth of the church. 


A church cannot live through a century without gathering around 
it a priceless heritage. This booklet has been designed to allow us to 
look upon the historical background of the church in which we worship 


and to gain inspiration from the past and great hope for the future. 


It is for us of this generation to see that the dreams of our pioneer 


leaders are realized to their fullest extent. 


DR. AND MRS. ALLAN ZAUN AND FAMILY 
(Patricia, Victoria and Andrea) 
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(The story of the various organizations within the Church) 


Special tribute is extended in this chapter to three phases of 
our church life and activities. All three have been in con- 
tinuous existence from the very beginning of our church. The 
Sunday School, in fact, preceded the church. 


The Jefferson Avenue Society was organized on [ebruary 
8, 1854, and Sunday School sessions began immediately in the 
old Detroit Institute. The first church session was not held 
until a few weeks later. 


Early reference is made to the work of the women in the 
pioneer church. Mr. Horace Hallock, the first Sunday School 
superintendent, called upon the wives of the elders to teach 
in his school. In the parlor of Mrs. Eurotas P. Hastings, the 
women held the first Sunday School Teachers’ meeting. Thus, 
the women began their splendid ministry of service to their 
church. 


Music has always been an important part of the worship 
service. Elder Hastings had been chairman of the Music 
Committee of the First Church for many years. He and his 
wife, Theodocia, formed the nucleus of the group that furnished 
music for many of the early services. 


This chapter also includes the history of the various organi- 
zations active within the church at the present time. The 
preparation of each of these units for publication and the data 
contained therein was the responsibility of the group itself 
with some editorial limitations set by the Centennial Book 
committee. 
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These four men helped to organize the first Sunday School and served as de- 
voted leaders during the first fifty years of the church: 1. Horace Hallock, 
the first Sunday School Superintendent. 2. Alfred A. Dwight, an elder for 34 
years and a teacher in the School. 3. Elisha Taylor, an elder for more than 50 
years and assistant superintendent of the Sunday School for 25 years. 4. 
Richard O. Wheeler, an elder for 26 years and a teacher. Mr. Wheeler also had 
charge of church music for most of the time that he served on the Session. 


JEFFERSON AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


She Sunday ISeeel aed! Ge tiae Clveation 


On February 17, 1854, the first services were held in the old frame 
Congregational church at Jefferson and Beaubien. From that day on, 
our Sunday School has an unbroken history. There were 37 gathered 
that first Sunday afternoon. The Session had delegated Mr. Horace 
Hallock, one of its members, to organize the school. Mr. Hallock 
hace been superintendent in the First Church for 22 years. He con- 
tinued as leader of our school for 25 years. Mr. Hallock was de- 
scribed in old records as being the “most lovable and benignant man” 
in the church. We pay tribute to this wonderful Christian nobleman 
who counted more than 47 years of continuous service as superintendent 
Giethe sunday ochool. 

As the church grew, so did the school. From the original 37, we 
note than ten years later the average attendance grew to nearly 200. 
Mr. Elisha Taylor, who was an elder of our church for more than 50 
years, acted as assistant superintendent of the Sunday School for 25 
GimuMese years. 

iio7 7 the Newberry Chapel’ was built. This magnificent gift 
was largely prompted by the need of adequate facilities for the Sunday 
School. Mr. John S. Newberry, in whose memory the structure was 
given by his wife, was a great benefactor of the Sunday School as well 
Bemouatie: church. 

At the time of the Golden Jubilee in 1904, Dr. Cuvier R. Marshall 
was the superintendent of a large and zealous corps of teachers. The 
enrollment was listed as 403. At about this time the work of the Sunday 
School began to fall under a general classification of Christian Educa- 
tion. Dr. Marshall, working with the Assistant Pastor, Reverend 
Mr. Hildner, initiated educational work among all ages in the church. 
Christian Endeavor Societies became important in the church program, 
and adult classes were begun. 

During the last half of our history, the Sunday School has again 
been blessed with the unselfish service of many fine leaders both as 
superintendents and as teachers. As three of these inspiring leaders 
are praised, our plaudits will reflect on those hundreds of others who 
have worked together in the noble task of teaching the story of Jesus, 
our Christ. 

The session records of the church contain resolutions of commenda- 
tion for the work of James P. Cant and Reay H. Brown for outstand- 
ing Christian leadership with especial mention to their work as leaders 
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FERRIS DaSlONeE REAY H. BROWN JAMES Ps CAN 
These three elders were outstanding leaders in the church and Sunday School. 


of the Sunday School. These two gentlemen gave generously of their 
time and substance to the cause of Christ in Jefferson Avenue Church 
and before that for many years sérved in the old Bethany Church. 


We also find official recognition of the consecrated and inspiring 
work of Ferris D. Stone both in the church and as leader of the Adult 
Class of the Sunday School. Those of us who were privileged to know 
Mr. Stone or sit before him in his class will always remember this as a 
special God-given privilege. 

During most of the last half century, the Christian Education work 
has been under the direction of an assistant pastor or a minister of 
religious education. It would be impossible to evaluate the work of 
all of these fine men. We shall try to list those who have served the 
church since the Bethany union. 


Upon entering our new building, the church decided to relieve Mr. 
Charles M. Pigott of some of his responsibilities for the educational 
and young people's activities so that he could devote more of his 
time to the business affairs of the new enlarged church. Mr. Pigott’s 
capacity in the Educational Department had been rather of an ad- 
visory nature. Dr. Forrer was empowered to engage a Director of 
Religious Education for full-time work. 

Our first Director was Clarence N. Wright, who served from 1925 
until 1931. His task was to correlate the young people's groups of the 
two united churches and to promote a program of Christian education 
for all ages. Mr. Wright established a Board of Religious Education 
whose members were elected at the annual congregational meetings. 
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Miss Mary Margaret Carothers was the youngest member ever to 
serve on this committee, being appointed in 1931. 

For the next few years the entire program was placed back “‘in the 
lap’ of Mr. Cant and the Board, as the financial strain during the 
depression years made the hiring of a director impossible. During 
this time Mrs. W. L. Jenkins, who was the church office secretary, also 
assumed some of the tasks in the Church School. 

At the annual meeting of the congregation in 1934, Mr. Cant made 
a stirring plea for financial help to secure and support another director 
for the growing young people's work in the parish. 

On August |, 1934, Mr. Walter Joachim began his work as assistant 
to Dr. Forrer. His duties were to head the religious education pro- 
gram. Walter's fine work is still fresh in the memory of those of us 
who worked with him. The young people’s work was made difficult 
by the advent of World War II and its extreme demands upon man 
power among the youth of the church. Mr. Joachim resigned in 1943 
to take an executive position in a war industry and in so doing suggested 
that a new director of education be secured immediately. 


Dr. Leo Phillips was appointed in June of 1943. It was under Dr. 
Phillips that the Council of Christian Education, as we know it today, 
was organized. It was the duty of this council to act as a liaison be- 
tween the various youth activities. The church session approved this 
group and it met periodically to plan the various activities and discuss 
problems, It also established a course of teacher training. 

In March of 1949 under the leadership of the new pastor, Dr. Allan 
A. Zaun and the assistant, Reverend John F. Merrill, a new and en- 
larged Council was approved by the Session of the church. Its scope 
of duties were much expanded to cover such groups as the Communi- 
cant Class and Summer Camps. This council was composed of the 
superintendents of the several Sunday School Departments, leaders 
of the Westminister Fellowship and Mariners groups, the director of 
Religious Education and members of the Session Committee. 

We salute the work of Reverend Ben Tallman and his charming 
wife in our church and especially in the Christian Education department 
of which he was the director from 1949 until just a few months ago. 
“Ben and Betty’ as they were affectionately known, seemed to have 
their finest success with the more adult young people. 

As this booklet goes to press, our new director of religious educa- 
tion, Reverend Norman Stanhope, and his wife are just beginning their 
service in our church, and we extend them a warm welcome. 
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Many other activities in the education program have been developed 
by the various leaders and directors. The Boy Scout and Girl Scout 
Groups, the Church Vacation Bible School, the Youth Fellowship 
Clubs, the Westminster Fellowship, the Youth Choirs, and the Happy 
Hour Club—all these and others have been a part of the enlarging 
Christian Education program of our Church. 


The present membership of the Council is as follows: 


Rev. Norman Stanhope Director of Christian Education 
Mr. Walter Joachim Adult Department 

Mrs. Dorothy Ross Senior High Department 

Mr. Alfred Taylor Junior High Department 

Miss Mary Margaret Carothers Junior High Department 

Mrs. Donald M. Carson Junior High Department 

Miss Katherine Sieberling Primary Department 

Miss Jeanette Edland Kindergarten Department 

Miss Hazel Hodgson Music Director 


Dr. and Mrs. Jacques Gray Mariners Group 
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Pfautsch Westminster Fellowship 


Mr. Fred Thistlethwaite Session Committee 

Mr. Ray Sieder Session Committee 

Mr. Donald Carson Session Committee and 
Sunday School Secretary 

Mr. Max Luft Chairman of Council and 


Session Committee 


SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHING STAFF (1953) 
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eres Guild of et erson ay ae Gey 


Through the centuries of the Christian era, women have contributed 
great service to the church. Jefferson Avenue women have ever been 
active in the work of their church. 


In the early days, when Detroit was very young, a large part of the 
social service program of the city was under the supervision of the 
churches. The women were called upon to make visits to the sick 
and to bring relief to the needy. In fact, many of the social agencies 
for which Detroit is famous in this day were started under the super- 
vision of Christian church women of Jefferson Avenue Church. 


As far as we can find in the records, women’s work started at the 
very beginning of our church and there are quite complete records 
of the Womens’ Organization as it existed 50 years ago. We read of 
the Pastors Aid Society, the Missionary Society, including both foreign 
and home departments, and the Women’s Sewing Group, which also 
instructed the Girls’ Sewing Society. 


To interest all the women in missionary work in those early days 
wasn t easy, but through the inspiration of Miss Emma Silver's work 
in China, the Missionary Society assumed one-half of her support. In 
fact, one of the members built the Helen Newberry Bible School in 
China, where Miss Silver taught for many years. 


There was another group of women—those who labored in the Ham- . 
tramck Mission, located first in the Marine Hospital and later in a 
building on East Grand Boulevard. This mission was established 
by Jefferson Avenue Church. Together, the good women of both 
groups taught the Sunday School and organized a Women's Society. 
Those were the “good old days” of poor transportation, of wooden 
sidewalks and deep ditches even on the Boulevard. In winter, and 
these were very severe, the heavy snows went unplowed. In spite of 
this, these faithful women worked and their field grew and prospered 
to such an extent that a church was formed. This became the Bethany 
Church, and its building later was located at East Lafayette and 
Seyburn Avenues. 

Years later, the Jefferson Avenue congregation, finding a need for a 
church farther out, and the Bethany Church, needing a much larger 
house of worship, united and built our beautiful church of today. This 
story is completely covered in an earlier chapter of this book. 
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On March 3rd, 1925, the Women’s Organizations of both churches 
met in the Newberry Chapel to unite as one organization. It was 
voted to name the new group ‘The Women’s Guild,” and it was to 
consist of two departments. Mrs. James T. Keena was elected the 
first president; Mrs. Alfred J. Mayer became chairman of the Local 
Department; and Mrs. Harry Morgan became Missionary Department 
chairman. 


MRS. JAMES T. KEENA MRS. ALFRED J. MAYER MRS. HARRY MORGAN 
(Leaders of the newly organized Women’s Guild in 192%) 


Thursday was chosen as Women’s Church day. The local business 
meetings were held on the first Thursday and the missionary pro- 
erams and business meetings on the third Thursday of each month. 
Alternate days were given over to the Sewing Committee, of which 
Miss Kathleen Douglas and Mrs. James Greig were chairmen. They 
were kept busy sewing for the Presbyterian Hospitals, both at home 
and overseas. They also did much for the local sewing needs of the 
church. 

Upon occupying the beautiful new building, dedicated on May 2nd, 
1926, considerable more entertainment became necessary, and the 
women were happy to undertake this added work. Under the capable 
supervision of Mrs. William Donald, Mrs. Louis Gascoigne, Mrs. 
James Cant, Mrs. Robert Rogan and Mrs. F. J. Stout, many break- 
fasts, luncheons, teas, dinners and banquets were served. The neigh- 
boring pastors’ wives were entertained and also the Presbyterial and 
Synodical Societies. 

At one of the early meetings, Rev. Harry C. Neely, one of the 
missionaries supported by the church women, came and told of his 
work in Africa. At later meetings the women heard other missionaries 
from distant lands in whose work they had a share. Mrs. Boyes told 
of her work in Syria, Mrs. E. G. Parker in India, Miss Emma Silver 
and Mrs. Myron Terry in China, Mrs. Good in Africa, Miss Hodson 
in Turkey and Mrs. Reichauer in Japan. Miss Irene Richmond of 
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the National Board has visited in recent years. The Guild promoted 
study classes to increase missionary interest, and many interesting 
programs were planned and presented by Mrs. Harry Morgan and 
Mrs. Francis McMath. 

Mrs. Samuel Forrer, our pastors wife, was ever a wise counsellor 
and an inspiration. She and her husband were wonderful leaders and 
helped the Guild over many rough spots. 

The local work was not neglected. The women held bazaars, cake 
sales and rummage sales to raise funds. These funds were supple- 
mented by generous gifts from the members. In the new church, 
the women purchased silver, dishes, kitchen and dining room equip- 
ment as well as furnished the rugs and furniture for the Guild Room. 
A moving picture machine was also secured for use in the Christian 
Education Department. For work among the students at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, the Guild made a pledge of $2500. All of this 
was accomplished, ever mindful of their prime duty, which was to meet 
their share to the Presbyterial Society for mission work in all fields. 

The Guild has experienced days of plenty and times of want, but 
faith in the Lord prevailed, and the work grew and prospered. The 
many years of consecrated service given by the Honorary President, 
Mrs. E. A. Bridge are well remembered. During the depression years 
Mrs. Nelson Bloom, the Social Service chairman, who brought food, 
help and comfort to the needy in the church and in the whole district, 
did a wonderful work. 

The early treasurers, who so faithfully kept the records of the. 
funds, were Mrs. J. C. Hutchins, Mrs. C. P. Sieder, Mrs. J. B. Brown, 
Mrs. Robert Curtis, Mrs. Walter Brandon, Mrs. F. J. Stout and Mrs. 
Jessie Dean. Countless others have given loyal, faithful service, with- 
out whom the work would never have been accomplished. 


We think of all those devoted members who have gone on to a better 
life, but who have left legacies to the Guild. These funds have been 
invested, and the missionary interest of the donors goes on and on. 
Because of these generosities the women are better able to keep up 
the support of missionary work in all the world. Beautiful silver 
gifts have also been received as memorials to departed members, and 
these have added much to the beauty of the table settings at church 
functions and receptions. “A thing of beauty is a joy forever.” 


The Women’s Guild consists of a number of separate organizations 
and groups at the present time. Each of these have their own organ- 
ization and work, but each is part of the over-all Guild of the church. 
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TEE ALPE AS aE Edes 


Alpha Theta has a unique and interesting background. A group of 
young girls, known as the “Flower Girls’ Guild’ met in Bethany 
Church under the leadership of Mrs. John Goschenhofer. About 
1915 this group became known as the Westminster Guild and con- 
tinued to do philanthropic work but was governed by rules of that 
organization of the Presbytery. 

In 1928 it was felt that as members of this group were no longer 
in the age limit of Westminster Guild they should form another unit. 
The name “Alpha Theta’ was chosen. Alpha because it was the first 
and Theta because it was the eighth letter of the Greek alphabet, 
thus making “18” representative of the members of the new group. 

Mrs. John Goschenhofer was the first patroness, and Mrs. John 
Eisman and Mrs. Samuel Forrer served with her for many years. 
Mrs. William McKnight later succeeded Mrs. Eisman. 

Through the years this became a study group as well as a philan- 
thropic organization and carried on an extensive program including a 
wide range of subjects. In 1940 it was thought expedient to divide 
into afternoon and evening groups and the Junior Women’s Guild 
was thus formed as an afternoon group to later become the Fidelis 
circle. In 1945 a few of the younger members of Alpha Theta became 
the nucleus to form the Chapel group. 

Because Mrs. Goschenhofer was a member of the Salvation Army 
Board, the group has always done extensive sewing for that organiza- 
tion. The Red Cross and also Valley Farm sponsored by Dodge 
Community House were supported for several years. The Indian 
mission in New Mexico has been provided with toys, clothing and money. 

Alpha Theta for many years was only “under the wing” of the 
Women's Guild and accepted an apportionment directly from Pres- 
bytery, but in 1942 it gave up all aspects of an independent group and 
became a circle of the Women’s Guild. 

Membership of this group has always been large, and throughout the 
years the attendance has been thirty to forty, indicating anactive interest. 

For about twenty years supper has preceeded each meeting and this 
fellowship around the table is perhaps one of the strongest contribu- 
tions to the success of the group. 

Monthly dues were first used to secure financial support, and for a 
time pledges were used. When monthly envelopes and mite boxes 
were introduced, true stewardship was evidenced by a marked increase 
in finances. 
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Wale AS DISEls 


The Fidelis Group of Jefferson Avenue Presbyterian Church was 
organized in the fall of 1937. It is an outgrowth of the Alpha Theta 
Group. Some of the Alpha Theta members at that time felt that an 
afternoon group would be more satisfactory, as they had small children 
and family obligations which made it hard for them to attend evening 
meetings. 


This new organization was first called Junior Women’s Group. 
Their aim and purpose was somewhat the same as that of Alpha Theta 
and their constitution, outline of work and procedure were also similar. 
The meeting time was then, and still is the second and fourth Tuesday 
of each month from October until June. These meetings have always 
been day meetings with a luncheon at 12:30. 


In 1942 the name of the Group was changed from Junior Women's 
Group to Fidelis. The change was desired for sometime and all the 
members were glad to have their Group called Fidelis. 


The Fidelis Group has, through the years, been able to reach the 
Faith Goal pledged to the Women’s Guild. They are proud that they 
have always kept this Faith Goal pledge. 


The second Tuesday of the month has been, from the first, the . 
day for sewing, bandage making, and work of that nature. During 
World War II the greater part of the day was spent in doing work 
for the Red Cross. Fidelis did a tremendous amount of work, made 
bandages, knitted garments, and made blankets for the Holland Relief. 
The sewing projects have been for local hospitals, Presbyterian mission 
schools and mission hospitals. Sometimes this work was done inde- 
pendently of the Women’s Guild; at other times the work was assigned 
them by the Sewing Chairman of the Guild. During the years 1950 
and 1951 the sewing day was spent in making hospital bandages and 
wipes. Many of these bandages went to the Presbyterian Hospital in 
Korea. For the past year much time has been spent in making dresses 
for the little girls at the Presbyterian Mission School in Kentucky. 
This year dolls are being dressed for these girls. 
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THE BRIDGE-FORRER, THE JESSIE DEAN AND 
THE LOLA WALSH GROUPS 


In 1940, while Mrs. Wm. McKnight was president of the Guild, a 
recommendation of the Presbyterial Society was adopted. For the 
purpose of promoting leadership and increasing interest among women 
of the church, the Guild was divided into four groups according to 
geographical locations. Each of these groups was named for some 
beloved member within the group. They were the Louise Forrer, the 
Helen Bridge, the Lola Walsh and the Jessie Dean Groups. The first 
two have since united and are known as the Bridge-Forrer Group. The 
meetings for all groups are held on the third Thursday of each month. 

Fach group contacts and invites new church members to visit 
their meetings within their own certain boundaries. This group plan 
proved of especial value during the gasoline rationing period of World 
War II. 

A uniform plan of study is followed by all. Missionary, Christian 
Education and above all the study of the Bible are vital parts of the 
program. 

Meetings are held at homes of individual members and start about 
noon. One hour is devoted to lunch and sociability. The business 
meeting which follows is opened with prayer and the reading of the 
previous minutes. This is followed by the Bible study and missionary 
study and the afternoon is closed with the devotionals. 

Each of these groups have contributed a great amount of Christian 
zeal and energy into the life of Jefferson Avenue Church. 

After many years of absence, we were all so happy to welcome Mrs. 
Alfred H. Barr, back to Jefferson Avenue. She is the wife of Dr. Barr, 
deceased, one of the beloved ministers of our church. Her sunny 
presence and deep missionary zeal furnish a living inspiration to us all. 

It is indeed a joy to see our younger women continue in Christian 
service as they assume an ever growing importance in our church. 


THE CHAPEL (GROVE 


In October of 1945, under the guidance of Mrs. Samuel Forrer, 
Mrs. Leo Phillips and Mrs. Walter O. Joachim, Chapel Group was 
founded to meet the growing need for an evening group for the young 
business women and homemakers of the church. Officers were duly 
elected and Mrs. Walter O. Joachim was chosen as sponsor of the group. 
Mrs. Joachim has been a constant inspiration and loyal friend through 
the years, 
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Meetings are held twice monthly on the second and fourth Tuesday 
evenings, they are divided into one business, Bible study and sewing 
meeting with refreshments following; and one dinner and program 
meetings. The dinners are prepared and served by members of the 
group. 

Gifts of money are secured by voluntary pledges which are sent to 
the Women's Guild for the mission apportionment. 

Some of the Social Service projects which the group has participated 
in have been in the following areas of service: 


Hospital sewing for the Women’s Guild 

Cancer Pads 

Bandages for Korea 

Stuffed toys and children’s clothing for the Navajo Presbyterian 
Mission 

Scrapbooks for the Farmington Crippled Children 

Scrapbooks and toys for Children’s Hospital 

Baby layettes for the Salvation Army 

Easter baskets for St. John’s Nursery 

Toys and Easter baskets for Delray Christian Community Center 

Dolls for Dr. McClure’s School in Kentucky 

Girls’ dresses for the Ruth Alden Dress Fund 

CARE packages for Korea 


During the past year, the Group has been making baby layettes 
and collecting and shipping used woolen clothing to a Chaplain friend 
of Dr. Zaun’s for distribution in Korea. 


6 * * 


In October, 1949, the Women’s Guild enjoyed their part in the 
Silver Anniversary of our present united church. This happy occa- 
sion witnessed the meeting of old friends, past pastors, and the introduc- 
tion of our present pastor, Dr. Zaun, and his charming wife, to those 
who had served before. May our present leaders long continue to 
inspire us and guide us to greater fields of endeavor. The anniversary 
was also the beginning of the Christian Education ministry of Reverend 
and Mrs. Ben Tallman. We miss them today as we celebrate our 
Centennial, for they are continuing their service in another part of the 
country. Betty Tallman’s interest and participation in the Guild 
work will long be remembered. 

The women of the Guild are looking forward to working with the 
Reverend and Mrs. Norman Stanhope. Mr. Stanhope has just re- 
cently been appointed the minister of Christian Education. 
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In the early years of the Guild, a visiting pastor's wife gave us a 
motto— Each for the other, and all for God!’ We have tried to 
follow this and today all of the different groups within the Women’s 
Guild are united in their work and responsibilities. “In Union there 
is Strength!” All are sharing in the Missionary projects and in the 
local work for our church—all for the advancement of God's kingdom. 


There are many woman who are not with the Guild today, but they, 
by their loyal work, have enriched all of our lives and inspired us. 
We must take up their task and carry on the work given to us, for 
truly we have “A Goodly Heritage.” 


OPFIGERS “OF -[HE WOMEN S=GUuULED 
(as of November 1953) 


Presidents. oa es Serre Mrs. Edward E. French 
Birste\Vicelleresidemta. 2 ee Mrs. Edward Middleton 
SeconG. Vice: President. ae aes Miss Mary Margaret Carothers 
Third: Vice President... sess Mrs. Terry Ross 
Recording Secretary... =) __Mrs. Anthony J. Glazko 
Corresponding Secretary............. Mrs. J. Edward Hildebrand 
rl feastiten ee se eae eee Mrs. William J. Nixon 
Contingent Wrcasurers ee Mrs. K. D. Patton 
Secretary jor kiteratune: =e sae Mrs. Alfred Cant 
Secretary for Missionary 

Bcucationm. ss 22a ote eee Mrs. Alfred F. Taylor 
Secretary for Social Education 

ANG A CION eee epee eee Mrs. John Collins 
Secretary for Overseas and 

National Missions Sewing _...... Mrs. William R. Roszel 
Childrens Advisor...) ames Mrs. Robert M. Bottorff 


PAST PRESIDENTS AND HONORARY PRESIDENTS 


*Mrs. Edward Bridge, Honorary Pres. Mrs. Edward N. Munro, 1939-40 
Mrs. James T. Keena, 1925-27 Mrs. Wm. McKnight, 1940-42 
Mrs. Alfred Mayer, 1927-29 Mrs. Fred Forbes, 1942-44 
Mrs. Louis Gascoigne, 1929-31 Mrs. Charlton A. Mewborn, 1944-46 
*Mrs. Donald Mitchell, 1931-33 Mrs. Wayne Garrett, 1946-48 
*Mrs. James Walsh, 1933-34 Mrs. Robert Bunce, 1948-50 
Mrs. Harry Morgan, 1934-35 Mrs. Richard Sinclair, 1950 

(now lives in Canada) Mrs. C. Lawrence Billings, 1951-53 
Mrs. Edwin Speer, 1935-37 Mrs. Edward E. French, 1953 


Mrs. Malcolm McKinnon, 1937-39 
*Deceased 
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A GROUP OF PAST PRESIDENTS OF THE GUILD 


Rear (L to R)—Mrs. Robert Bunce, Mrs. Wayne Garrett, Mrs. Edward E. 
French, Mrs. C. Lawrence Billings. 
Front—Mrs. Fred Forbes, Mrs. Louis Gascoigne, Mrs. Malcolm McKinnon. 


HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS OF 
THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
THE BOARD OF NATIONAL MISSIONS 

AND 
iriPebO son CRISTIAN BDUCGATION 


Mrs. Alfred H. Barr Mrs. Alle D. Zuidema 
*Mrs. Edward A. Bridge Mrs. Heinrich A. Pickert 
*Mrs. Robert Curtis Mrs. Walter O. Joachim 

Mrs. Samuel H. Forrer Mrs. Alfred Cant 
*Mrs. John Goschenhofer Miss Mary Margaret Carothers 
*Mrs. Jere C. Hutchins Mrs. Wayne H. Garrett 
*Mrs. Charles Kull Mrs. Louis Gascoigne 

Mrs. Harry Morgan Mrs. William R. Roszel 
*Mrs. John A. St. Amour Mrs. C. Lawrence Billings 

Mrs. K. D. Patton *Mrs. Charles M. Pigott 

Mrs. James F. Greig Mrs. Edward E. French 

Mrs. Fred G. Forbes Mrs. Edwin F. Speer 
*Miss Margaret Buchan Mrs. Sumner E. Webber 

Mrs Frances C. McMath Miss Julia Webb 
*Mrs. Nelson A. Bloom cera ced 
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Whasic in (Ohy. (Lipped! 


yah Sn Music it was —'twas sent from Heaven..... 
On angels wings so fair— 


An important factor in the worship service of Jefferson Avenue 
Church has ever been the ministry of music. We have been most 
fortunate in having not only fine musicians but also wonderful Christian 
leaders as our organists or choir directors. The church has alternately 
been supplied by choirs, quartettes or soloists as the mode of the times 
changed; but fine music, well presented has always been the rule. 

Eurotas P: Hastings, the first elder ever ordained ametaencie: mol 
Detroit, was a highly esteemed musician. For many years he had led 
the choir in the old First Church and also had been the chairman of the 
Session Music Committee. It is said that at important church services 
he often came down out of the choir gallery and acted as precentor, 
standing just in front of the pulpit. 

Any story of our church music must necessarily include the account 
of the pipe organs and our outstanding organists. Early pictures 
of the original church built in 1854 quickly impress the viewer with the 
beauty of the organ pipe arrangement. The pipe organ and music in 
general was considered a paramount part of the worship service by the 
pioneers who built that church. In the fine volume “History of De- 
troit,’ compiled in 1880, Silas Farmer records our Church Budget 
of that year for local expenses as being $5,250. This included all 
salaries and church upkeep. Of this amount $1,000 was allotted for 
music in the church. 

The organ which was built into the newer church at Rivard and 
Jefferson in 1892 was a ‘Roosevelt’ organ, given by Mr. and Mrs. 
John S. Newberry. This organ was known as one of the finest in the 
city, and was chosen by the great French Organist, Alexandre Guilmant 
for his Detroit recital in 1908. 

The Skinner four-manual organ in our present sanctuary was given 
in memory of the late Horace E. Dodge by his children, Horace and 
Delphine, in 1925. The original cost of this outstanding musical in- 
strument was in excess of $50,000, and it could not now be duplicated 
for less than $125,000. The opening recital was played by the late 
Dr. Palmer Christian, who was then the University organist at Ann 
Arbor. Since then many of the world’s fine organists have come to 
inspect or play the organ, and all have been enthusiastic in their praise 
of the tonal beauty and balance of the ensemble. 
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DREALLE Dy ZUIDEMA AT THE: ORGAN 


In 1900, the musical director and organist was Samuel Richards 
Gaines. Mr. Gaines became widely known as a composer and director 
of choral music throughout America. While in Detroit, Mr. Gaines 
helped organize the famous Detroit Orpheus Club and was its first 
conductor. Many of the early rehearsals of that club were held in the 
Newberry Chapel of our church. 


Since 1910, the music of our church has been closely linked with 
Dr. Alle D. Zuidema, who also is Dean of the Detroit Institute of 
Musical Art. No words in this book can properly express the love and 
admiration that our church holds for Dr. Zuidema. He and his gracious 
wife have been outstanding in their work for the church. Mrs. Zuidema 
has been a leader in the Sunday School, the Women’s Guild, and was 
Guwenes -ulpit oupply- Gommittee which brought us Dr. Zaun. Dr. 
Zuidema had charge of the purchase and installation of our wonderful 
organ and also went to Europe to study the concepts and playing of 
our carillon. This beautiful collection of bells was given to the new 
church in 1925 in memory of Henry Russel by his wife, Eleanor Towle 
Russel. For the first few years “Nearer My God to Thee’ was played 
before each service held in the church. Many of us thrill each Sabbath 
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morning to hear Dr. Zuidema play on the carillon as we enter the 
church or as we sit along the river shore before the services begin, just 
to hear him play. 

Many soloists of more or less prominence in local and national 
circles have served the church during the 100 years. One of the most 
famous was Chase Sikes, our baritone soloist, who left our church to 
become internationally famous in operatic roles. Reinald Werren- 
wrath often favored Jefferson Avenue Church with solos on his fre- 
quent visits to friends in our city. 


CHOIR AND QUARIETTE OF sey CHURCH Ids) 


During the time following the Golden Jubilee when our church 
attendance was smaller, quartettes were very much in favor. The 
Jefferson Avenue Church quartette was widely known for its excellence. 
The evening services were often favored by the music of the Men- 
delssohn Club, under Dr. Marshall, who was also the superintendent 
of our Sunday School for a good many years. 

In 1932, the quartette was augmented by a chorus choir) Whe 
quality of the work done by the choir and soloists has ever been an 
inspiration and pleasure since that time. Harry A. Friesema, tenor 
soloist, is the president of the choir; William Larimore, Celia Prew 
and Jean Mortimer are the other officers who now serve the voluntary 
choir. 

The soloists at the present time are Miss Mary Walker, contralto; 
Miss Elizabeth Muir, soprano; Terrence Tarleton, baritone; and Harry 
A. Friesema, tenor. 
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The love of singing has long been evidenced by our choir, and this 
Spirit enters its music. As one who has sung in the choir so aptly puts 
it—this is but the reflection of the love of the Lord's music as the choir 
sees it in the face and eyes of our wonderful director as he sits at the 
organ in front of us each Sunday. Dr. Zuidema has been giving us of his 
God-given talents for 44 years and in all that time has missed but one 
service. May the Lord continue to bless us all in the future as he has 
in the past with inspiring music—sent from heaven. 


Youth Oa; 


In 1935, the first Youth and Junior Choirs were organized in our 
present church by Walter O. Joachim, the Director of Religious Edu- 
cation. These two choirs have been in continuous existence since 
that time. 


The original purpose of these two youth groups was to assist in 
the development of a reverent and worshipful atmosphere in the weekly 
devotional services in the Youth Church service (Youth Choir) and 
in the worship service of the Junior Department of the church school 
(Junior Choir). Furthermore, the creation of an appreciation for 
sacred music was, and has been, one of the major objectives of these 
two groups. 


At the time the two choirs were organized, Mrs. Roy Wenning 
served as Director with Miss Hazel Hodgson as Accompanist. 


PIRSTyvOUmtrr COIR (1935) 
(This picture was taken with Mr. Joachim who organized the choir) 


[ seventy-seven | 


ONE” HUNDRED YEARS@ OF] SERVICE 


THES OUI reenolk 


During the succeeding years, the following persons have served as 
directors: Miss Sybil Houck, Mrs. Leo Phillips, Miss Muriel Benham 
and Miss Hazel Hodgson, the present Director. 

As the choirs became more proficient, they participated occasionally 
in the adult services of the church, Christmas pageants, Mother and 
Daughter banquets, Children’s Day programs and Easter breakfast 
Services. 

Both choirs have been fully robed from the beginning and make an 
attractive appearance. The Youth Choir uses a full length blue robe, 
while the Junior Choir is attired in blue skirts and white surplices. 

The members of the Junior Choir are promoted to the Youthy@aom 
when they reach Junior High age; and the Youth Choir members are 
eligible for the Adult Choir upon graduating into the Senior Depart- 
ment of the Church School. 


THE JUNIOR: CHOIR 
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Mien s Club 


During the past century strong men have been at the heart of the 
work of this Church. While their organization has not been as de- 
tailed and far-reaching as that of the women, nevertheless throughout 
the life of the congregation the men have given vital support. It 
should be borne in mind that seventy-two men are serving each year 
on the three official Boards of the Church (Session, Deacons, and 
Trustees), while twenty-four additional men are on sabbatical leave 
under the rotary system. Further, men are serving on the Steward- 
ship, Invitation (New Life) Committees, special occasional com- 
mittees, in the married couples groups, and in the young adult fellow- 
ship. 

In 1947, a Men's Club was organized, and Jefferson Avenue was 
one of the first churches in the Presbytery to receive a Charter in 
the newly-formed Laymen’s Council of the Presbyterian Church, 
US.A. Excellent fellowship dinners with strong speakers have been 
held, experiments have been made with the “Every Man Plan,” and 
the Club has set as its chief project the furtherance of the youth 
program. 

Many individuals could be mentioned, but special appreciation is 
extended to Walter Joachim, Lorenz Kierdorf, Edward French, Donald 
Carson, Carroll Grigsby, and Alfred Taylor, who have been invaluable 
leaders. 


Each year a number of our men have attended the meetings of the . 
Laymen’s Council of Presbytery and Synod, and have received much 
inspiration. It is confidently expected that through the coming 
years the Men’s Club will grow in numbers and effectiveness, so that 
it becomes one of the leading groups in the Church. 

“Rise up, O men of God! 
Have done with lesser things; 


Give heart and soul and mind and strength 
To serve the King of kings.”’ 


Tie ee ee EG Gil 


The Mariner's Club in our church was launched in the fall of 1948, 
as a ship in the Presbyterian Mariners, a national organization with 
active groups throughout the United States. 
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The organization is composed of young married couples whose 
purpose is to promote Christian Fellowship, and carry a cargo with 
God as the Pilot. 

On the first Wednesday of each month planned meetings are held; 
these meetings are of three types—religious, educational and social. 

Governing the group under a national charter are the following 


officers: 
Skippers Log Keepers 
First Mates Pursers Doctors 


All offices are held jointly by husband and wife. 

This group has grown from 12 to 40 couples under the sponsorship of 
Dr. and Mrs. Jacques Gray, and the guidance of Reverend Ben Tall- 
man and his wife Betty. 

Cargoes carried by the ship are projects to benefit the church and 
other organizations. Among the various cargoes was the redecorating 
and refurnishing of the old scout room in the basement of the church 
into a beautiful room now called The Fellowship Lounge. The Mari- 
ners Club maintains the Toddlers’ Class in the Sunday School for 
children from 18 months to three years. This makes it possible for hus- 
bands and wives to attend church services together, with their children 
in capable hands. Toys have been provided for the children at Delray 
Community House. 

Meetings of the Mariners are very happy affairs with everyone ready 
to make others welcome with long discussions on the eternal problem of 
how late the baby sitter was or general talk about the little ones at home. 


MARINERS CHRISTMAS PARTY (1952) 
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If the evening is to be a pot luck supper, all the girls are proud to 
show off and have someone sample their own special recipes and con- 
coctions. Many pleasant times are had when a speaker is on hand to 
give the latest authoritative information on insurance, home financing, 
health, and architecture. Even the Vice Consul of the British Common- 
wealth told about his country. 

Religion is not forgotten at the meetings, and many fine evenings 
are spent with discussions on the Bible and films with religious signifi- 
cance. “Dust and Destiny” was outstanding. 

Some meetings are held out of the church with a visit to the Art 
Institute, many family picnics in the summertime, wiener roasts 
and hay rides in the cooler months, a paper chase with clues hidden 
around the city and roller skating at a nearby rink. 

A Mariner's Club meeting night is a real family affair and a bright 
spot in the workaday week. All unite in a spirit of good fellowship 
and a willingness to serve God. All married couples young in spirit 
will be welcome aboard. 


eS) AGRE RCS 


OKI Dee me emu ee ee Gene and Betty Ecker 
Ease latCcuam en. aes Bob and Betty Busch 
Wogicepersmer es tue. 2! Ed and Dottie Rosella 
FRUNSC( Stem meee ee 8 Chuck and Thora Langton 
Woclorse emt ee Bob and Lee Heil 


Merry Wha tes 


The Merry Mates of Jefferson Avenue Presbyterian Church is an 
organization for couples of the church and their friends whose com- 
bined ages are 75 years or more. It is affiliated with the National 
Mariners Clubs of the Presbyterian Church U. S. A. 

The organization represents the Good Ship Matrimony on the Sea 
of Life. Our pilot is Christ and the Bible our compass and guide for 
Sate Cruising. 

The objects and purposes are: 


1. To have a Safe Voyage, by working with the church officers to promote a 
constructive and inclusive married couples program. 

2. To have Happy Decks, achieved with fellowship, both social and spiritual 
for the mutual inspiration and promotion of Mariners. 

3. The Cargo is to support the youth program of the Presbyterian Church in 
the ministry of the gospel of Christ. 
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The first group was organized late in 1951 with Owen and Lenore 
Moran as Skippers. Various types of programs were enjoyed by the 
members during the year, and help in youth activities was given when 
needed and suggested by Mr. Tallman. 

Meetings were held the fourth Tuesday of each month, usually at the 
church or in parks at 8:00 p.m. 

The present officers are: 


George and Marie Reed ae ae Skippers 

‘erry and Dorothy Koscsssses 22 = First Mates 
jack-and Ethel blomeress sees Log Keepers 
BillbanduMiatyaNtxone see Chaplains 
Edand:l lelens rence ssa ae Liaison Officers 


A variety of programs are being presented this year, including 
interesting speakers, discussions, movies, and musical numbers, 
followed by refreshments and a social hour. 


Caliee wile Group 


The Young Adult Coffee Hour Group was organized in the Fall of 
1951 by Dr. Zaun, Mr. Tallman and a few young people of the church, 
who felt there was a definite need for a group of this kind. The Coffee 
Hour, thus far, has been successfully operated by numerous com- 
mittees appointed by the group to arrange and handle the service and 
social activites. 

The group has a threefold purpose, as enumerated and discussed 
below: 


(1) Fellowship: 


The Coffee Hour meetings are held immediately following the Sunday 
morning worship service every Sunday, at which time coffee and cake 
are served ... future projects are discussed... . and “committees 
appointed. At frequent intervals during the year, pancake breakfasts 
are prepared to encourage new members as well as visitors to participate 
in Our activities. 


(Z)Poocial: 


The social activities of the group are frequent and varied. At least one 
social program is planned every month. Hayrides, picnics, special dinners 
and square dances, to name a few, have in the past, been very successful. 
Other groups, such as the Fortnighters of Grosse Pointe Memorial Church 
and the Mariners Group of Jefferson Avenue Church, have been invited 
to join these parties, bringing about a wider fellowship circle. 
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Of the three purposes of the Coffee Hour Group, perhaps the most im- 
portant is its service projects. Many evenings were spent at Dodge 
Community Center, cleaning, redecorating and refurnishing two of their 
recreation rooms. ‘The children from the Protestant Orphans’ Home 
were treated to a day at the Shrine Circus by the Group. 


The members of the Coffee Hour Group feel that there is much they 
can contribute to the Church, community and the City, not only moni- 
tarily, but by working with their hands and minds to aid those who 
are in need. 


Four of our members attended the 1953 State-Wide Young Adult 
Conference in Lansing and returned with many new and interesting 
plans, some of which will no doubt be used in the future. 


The Coffee Hour Group, however, is still in its infancy and would 
greatly appreciate any suggestions and make welcome any new mem- 
bers! 


A brief mention is made of two important committees of 
the church that are functioning so splendidly as we enter our 


second century of service. These committees under the lead- 
ership of Dr. Allan Zaun have become important tools in the 
work of our church for Christ. 


We Life (Invitation) CRIBS 


A Church is not really a Church unless it is evangelistic, reaching 
out to the un-churched to win them to personal commitment to Christ 
pmcminiselinedom. We have no choice in this matter. Jesus said, 
“Ye shall be withesses unto me, both in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost parts of the world.’ The light that shines the 
farthest burns the brightest at home. 


The history of this Church reveals a strong evangelistic interest 
and achievement. In the last century several thousand people have 
been members. In Dr. Forrer’s pastorate of the united Jefferson 
Avenue-Bethany congregations, 1924-1945, over 1900 members united 
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with the Church, and in Dr. Zaun’s pastorate from 1946 through 1953, 
a thousand new members were received. These achievements were 
due not only to the work of the ministers, but also to the earnest, 
consecrated, enthusiastic endeavors of many laymen. To add new 
members only for the sake of inflated membership rolls is often like 
putting a new label on an empty bottle. Sincerity of profession of 
faith, training, and assimilation are of utmost importance. 


Special mention is accorded, with deep appreciation, of the devoted 
work of Reay Brown, now deceased, and George Blenkarn, the present 
Invitation Committee Chairman. Above all, we offer thanks to Al- 
mighty God for those new members and members of long-standing 
alike who have made hundreds of hospitality and good will calls, and 
for His inspiration and strength. 


Stewardship Caianitice 


The Stewardship Committee of the Jefferson Avenue Presbyterian 
Church is a permanent committee authorized by the Session. While 
most of its personnel comes from outside the membership of the Session, 
all recommendations are sent to the Session for approval and _ final 
action. 


Each year five names are selected by the Stewardship Committee 
and a recommendation is sent to the Session that the five candidates 
be elected members of the Stewardship Committee for a term of three 
years. Three classes thus chosen make up the membership of fifteen 
active members. In addition to the fifteen the Church Treasurer and 
the Ministers are ex officio members. 


While the stewardship of money is the immediate problem before 
the committee, the teaching of stewardship of time, talents and wealth 
is always uppermost in the minds of the Stewardship Committee. 
Included within this scope is not only giving but also spending, saving 
and acquiring money. 

The committee continually seeks new emphasis in its effort to call 
upon everyone to make a practical acknowledgement of God's rights 
in all possessions by the dedication of the first fruits—a definite pro- 
portion of the net income. 


In an effort to reach the entire membership of our church, the vehicle 
for these lessons is the Annual Stewardship Brochure or Brochures 
which are mailed out each fall season. Included with these lessons 


[ eighty-four | 


JEFFERSON AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


in the brochure are general reports of church needs and church mem- 
bership giving. The committee by this method keeps the membership 
informed annually of the church needs and seeks the co-operation of the 
membership by bringing in the pledge cards for the offering envelopes. 

When the response for renewed pledges is not unanimous the Stew- 
ardship Committee organize a canvass. By this method all of the 
members of our church join in the problems of Stewardship. 

The Stewardship Committee works with special assigznments through- 
out the year. The ever-growing movement for tithing in our church 
at large is studied by this committee and the interesting information 
is brought to the members of our own church. Information concern- 
ing memorials and the plans for handling memorials is worked out for 
the convenience of the church members and friends. 

The place of our church in insurance policies, in wills and trusts 
is one of the areas of stewardship which the committee studies and 
brings to the church membership in its ever-changing forms. 

These duties, in addition to the incidental dinners and speakers 
which apply to the subject of stewardship are carried on by means 
of regular monthly meetings. The meetings are held usually in the 
pastors study and are preceded and closed with prayer. Minutes are 
printed so that the absent members can keep in touch with the 
monthly progress of the committee throughout the year. 

The Stewardship Committee, in its direction and guidance of the 
financial program of the church, is pleased to note the steady increase 
in interest and devotion on the part of the membership in the area of 
giving. Over the past several years, the number of pledges, the average . 
per capita gift, and the total contribution made to all phases of our 
church's program, have shown a continual growth. This is tangible 
evidence that the efforts of this Committee are being used of God to 
bless our work and to bring joy and spiritual uplift to the good people 
of Jefferson Avenue Church. 

The membership of the Stewardship Committee at the present time 
include the following: 


Term Expires February 1, 1954: Term Expires February 1, 1955: 
Edward E. French (chairman) Frank R. Brown (vice chairman) 
Charles S. Demrick Oliver Horn Paul D. Aird Raymond B. Harris 
Wayne H. Garrett Jack Morton Walter O. Joachim Howard E. Riley 


Term Expires February 1, 1956: 
Fs erry Koss (Gecretary) 
L. James Keller Roy C. Marshall 
George R. Reed 
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ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF SERVICE 


Preparing for the (Gonleanin (Biipotion 


The members of the church have shown a fine spirit of cooperation 
and enthusiasm in preparing for the Centennial. Newer and older 
members have shared the responsibilities. 


At the Annual Congregational meeting held in January, 1952, the 
following resolution, as suggested by the Session, was approved un- 
animously. 


“RESOLVED: that the Congregation of the Jefferson Avenue Presbyterian 
Church embark at once on a campaign to raise a fund of fifty thousand dollars 
($50,000) to be known as ‘The Centennial Fund,” with effort being made to 
complete the fund in 1954; and that allocation be made in this manner: priority 
given to the $10,000 Presbyterian Capital Fund of the General Assembly, 
$5,000 to the Alma College campaign, and $35,000 to our local renovation pro- 
gram. To this end we pledge our best efforts, and seek the guidance and 
strength of Almighty God.” 


The suggestion to start the campaign one hundred weeks prior 
to the anniversary celebration date was made and a slogan One 
hundred weeks of giving for one hundred years of service’ was adopted. 


A committee was appointed by Dr. Zaun, consisting of Frank R. 
Brown, Wayne H. Garrett, James W. Greig, Raymond B. Harris, 
Oliver Horn, John D. Morton, Fred H. Thistlethwaite, with ( 
Lawrence Billings serving as treasurer and Harry A. Friesema as 
chairman. 


The committee decided on a ‘low pressure’ campaign in which the 
privilege of giving was to be stressed and 100 percent participation of 
the church membership was the aim. More than 750 members are 
participating as this book goes to press and $45,000 has already been 
received. The fund committee is assured that the goal will be ex- 
ceeded by the time the final report is made at the Centennial Banquet 
on February 8, 1954. 


In February, 1953, a Centennial Observance Committee was organized 
to plan and make the many necessary arrangements for the celebration. 
The following large and active committee met once each month with 
the sub-committees meeting as often as necessary. 


Generals @hairrriai see eee Walter O. Joachim 
Wice-C Wai rire ae ea oe se ee ae Harry E. Stickel 
Sechelt ary) an ee eee ea ee ee Miss Joan Morrison 
ST PEaSUTC Tahal tees erage een eee ete C. Lawrence Billings 
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THE CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION COMMITTEE 


Back (L to R)—Mrs. Bunce, Miss Carter, Mr. Armstrong, Mr. Billings, Mrs. 
McKinnon, Mr. McKinnon, Mrs. Zuidema and Dr. Zuidema. 
Middle—Mr. Taylor, Mr. Massey, John Taylor, Mr. Garrett, Mr. Messing, 
Mr. Sieder, Mr. Hibberd, and Mr. Greig. 

Front—Mr. Carson, Miss Morrison, Mr. French, Mrs. French, Mr. Friesema, 
Dr, Zaun, Mr. Joachim, and Miss Boyle. 


Missing from picture are: 


Mr. Stickel, Mr. Harris, Mr. Brown, Mrs. Pickert, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Blenkarn, 
Mr. Ross, Mrs. Keller, and Rev. Stanhope. 


SUB-COMMITTEES 


PI SORICAL EXHIBITS 
Donald M. Carson, Chairman 
Miss Alice B. Carter 
Harry E. Stickel 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE AND 
BOOK 
Harry A. Friesema, Chairman 
Henry I. Armstrong, Jr. 
Miss Lillian Boyle 
George E. Brown 
Mrs. Robert A. Bunce 
Roper: i. Harris, Jr. 
Fred P. Hibberd 
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm McKinnon 
INVITATION AND HOMECOMING 
Wayne H. Garrett, Chairman 
Mrs. Heinrich A. Pickert 
Ralph C. Wilson 
GowkGr SERVICES 
Delos R. Hay, Chairman 
George V. Blenkarn 
Dr. and Mrs. Alle D. Zuidema 
Dr. Allan A. Zaun 


FINANCE 
Fred Hibberd, Chairman 
Roberto > Marris, Jr: 
PUBMIGIRY, 
Alfred F. Taylor, Chairman 
James W. Greig 
C. Ray Sieder 
BANQUET 
Edward E. French, Chairman 
Mrs. Edward E. French 
Marshall M. Massey 
Miss Joan Morrison 
YOUTH NIGHT 
F. Terry Ross, Chairman 
John Taylor 
Rev. Norman J. Stanhope 
SOUVENIRS AND DECORATIONS 
Arthur H. Messing, Chairman 
C. Lawrence Billings 
Mrs. L. James Keller 
GHURCH EX TENSION PROJEGT 
Walter O. Joachim, Chairman 
Members of Session, as assigned. 
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CHAE Veogram 


The following schedule of events are planned for the Centennial 
Celebration. 


Sunday, Feb. 7, 1954 
11 A.M. Pre-Centennial Worship Service 


Guest Preacher—Dr. Samuel H. Forrer, Pastor Emeritus 
“Looking Backward” 


4 P.M. Centennial Music Festival 


Guest Organist—Dr. Edward Arthur Craft, Trinity 
Cathedral, Cleveland, Ohio 


Orpheus Club of Detroit, Conductor Dr. Haydn Morgan 


Monday, Feb. 8, 1954 


7 P.M. Centennial Banquet 


Guest Speaker—Dr. Edward L. R. Elson, National Pres- 
byterian Church, Washington, D. C. 
“The Recovery of Our Spiritual Foundations” 


Special Music—Alma College A-Capella Choir 
Director—Professor Ernest G. Sullivan 


lenicay. eb, 12; 1954 


7 P.M. Youth Night Program 


Banquet—Guest Speaker—Dr. Allan M. Frew, First 
Presbyterian Church, Detroit 
Music by Owen Moran and his Orchestra 


Sunday, Feb. 14, 1954 


11 A.M. Re-dedication and Communion Service 


Preacher—Dr. Allan A. Zaun 
“Looking Forward” 
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PASTORS and PRESENT OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH 


BAO STOPS DHE GHURCE 


The following ministers have faithfully served the Jefferson Avenue 
church through the years, 1854 to 1954: 


Rev. Hugh Sneed McElroy May, 1855—December, 1857 
Rev. William Hogarth, D.D. May, 1858—July, 1873 

Rev. Robert J. Laidlaw May, 1875—February, 1878 
Rev. Edward B. Mason, D.D. May, 1878—December, 1881 
Rev. Alfred H. Kellogg, D.D. April, 1882—April, 1883 

Kev A. Hoyt, D:D. June, 1883—January, 1884 
Rev. Charles A. Waldron, D.D. February, 1884—November, 1884 
Rev. Joseph G. Williamson December, 1884—October, 1887 
Rev. John T. Plunkett December, 1888—March, 1890 
Rev. W. Wellington Carson, D.D. November, 1891—April, 1896 
Rev. Alfred H. Barr, D.D. June, 1896—May, 1911 


Rev. J. Frederic Fitschen, Jr.. D.D. November, 1911—May, 1917 
Rev. Samuel Henry Forrer, Ph.D. February, 1919—November, 1945 
Rev. Allan Andrew Zaun, Ph. D. February, 1946— 
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PRESENT) OF EIGER Ss .Olg 
JEFFERSON AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


THE SESSION 


Class of Feb. 1, 1954: 
H. James Best 
Orrin D. Burt 
Dr. Robert B. Kennedy 
Oliver Horn 
Harold M. McCracken 
C. Ray Sieder 
Richard D. Warden 
Fred G. Williams 


Class of Feb. 1, 1956: 
Donald M. Carson 
Edward E. French 
Harry A. Friesema 
Delos R. Hay 
Walter B. Koester 
Roy C. Marshall 
John D. Morton 


Class.of Febel 122. 


George V. Blenkarn 


~ George E. Brown 


Edward G. Fuhry 
Walter O. Joachim 
Max Luft 

Marshall W. Sergeant 
Harry -Estickel 
Sumner E. Webber 


Fred H. Thistlethwaite 


Leonard H. Thomson 


TRUSTEES 


Class of Feb. 1, 1954: 
C. Lawrence Billings 
Edward F. Glanz 
Fred P. Hibberd 
Thomas D. Leadbetter 


Class of Ireby 11956; 
Frank R. Brown 
Arthur H. Messing 
Howard E. Riley 
Fred G. Stickel 
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James W. Greig 
Carroll C. Grigsby 
L. James Keller 
William J. Nixon 


JEFFERSON AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN GHURCH 


PRESENT OFFICERS—(continued) 


DEACONS 

Class of Feb. 1, 1954: Class of Feb. 1, 1955: 
Russell A. Bowman William H. Burns 
Frank L. Dunsmoor, Jr. Robert W. Findlay 
Eugene L. Ecker Edward G. Foltz 
Royce H. Glezen Edward E. French 
Richard A. Goin James G. Gibson 
Kenneth W. Kittle Covert R. Hunter 
Ervin F. LaRowe George A. LaPonsa 
Robert W. Matthew Fred M. Lewis 
John D. Morton Marshall M. Massey, Chairman 
Telerrys Ross Donald McCubbin 
Harold S. Shannon W. Wendel Moody 
John E. Williams Robert C. Strickland 


Class of Feb. 1, 1956: 
George S. Allardyce 
William W. Baird 
F. Parker Colby 
Harry A. Downer 
Kenneth M. Gittins 
William D. Johnson 
William D. Lambe 
D. P. Mahin 
Dr. Eduard M. Oetting 
Ross H. Schroeder 
Jerome M. Seaton 
David Sherwood, Jr. 
Fred G. Stickel 
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Appendix I] 
HONOR ROLLS 


CIVIL WAR 


NAVY 


Ce Ca ackson 
Walter M. Chester 


ARMY 


Edwin B. Wight 
A. A. Wells 
Charles F. Wheeler 
Amos E. Wetmore 
Henry M. Hall 
Benj. F. Dexter 
Lionel B. Hartt 


WORLD WAR I 


JEFFERSON AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Monie, Alex. S., Killed in combat, 
Aueust 12th 1906 


Potter, Stephen, Killed in combat, 
April 25th, 1918 


Russel, William Muir, Killed in combat, 
August I|1th, 1918 


Wetzel, Hervey E., Died of disease, 
October 14th, 1918 


Baker, Harold Sanford Brede, Karl A. 
Blakeslee, Donald R. Brooks, Jr., Frank W. 
Blaydon, Joseph T. Buchbinder, Herbert 
Bolton, J. H. Bulkley, Leavitt J. 
Bolton, Russell P. Cartwright, Oscar 
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HONOR ROLL 


WORLD WAR I—JEFFERSON (continued) 


Cartwright, Walter J. 
Clewell, Edgar L. 
Colburn, Burnham S. 
Curtis, Spencer Beard 
Denby, Edwin 
Denby, James Orr 
Devlin, Earl E. 
Donald, Douglas 
Dykema, Raymond K. 
erasers )r, Stuart A. 
Gerhauser, John 
Gunnis, Clarence 
Gunnis, Marsh 
Hamilton, David 


Heminway, Jr., Buell H. 


Hillerby, Robert 
Hinchman, Chapin 
Hunt, Cleaveland 
Hutton, W. H. H. 
Jackson, Philip E. 
Jacobsen, Sigurd 
Kamper, Paul 

Keep, Henry 

King, Charles B. 
Lawton, Frederick G. 
Lawton, Frank W. 
McCabe, Russell S. 
McIntire, Kirker D. 
McMath, Robert R. 
McMath, Neil C. 
Marshall, Charles R. 
Massey, John W. 
Metzen, Edward B. 
Mitchell, Wm. R. C. 
Murray, John Clyde 


Newberry, Truman H. 
Newberry, Phelps 
Newberry, Barnes 
Newberry, J. S. 
Parker, Walter R. 
Potter, John 

Potter, Roland 
Prothero, William 
Reynolds, Walter 
Russel, Philip S. 
Russel, A. W. 
Russel, Miss Julie R. 
Russel, Miss Marion 
Scheffel, Rodney A. 
Sexton, Russell 
Sikes, Chase B. 
Slaymaker, Jr., N. E. 
Stuchell, Charles A. 
Swift, Le Roy E. 
Taylor, DeWitt E. 
Thorne, Charles R. 
Thorne, Wm. Moran 
Thurber, Cleveland 
Thurber, Thomas 
Trowbridge, Archibald L. 
Uelsmann, Walter 
Vance, Clyde F. 

Van Husan, Corwin 
Ver Helst, Isaac 
Walters, Edward 
Werneken, Frank E. 
Whitlock, George 
Wilkins, L. A. 
Wright, Thomas K. 


WORLD WAR | 


BETHANY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Benton, Curran 
Berry, John Leslie 
Berry, Harold 

Black, James M. 
Black, William T. 
Brietenbecker, Harold 


Bridge, Robert 
Brown, Harold B. 
Burton, Harold W. 
Cant, James S. 
Cant, William A. 
Colter, Royal J. 
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HONOR ROLL 


WORLD WAR I—BETHANY (continued) 


Curlett, Robert G. 
Dennison, Harry 
Dieters, William 
Eisman, C. H. 

Ely, George O. 
Esman, Herman 
Fair, William D. 
Fair, Orla M. 
Gilbertson, John 
Gilbertson, William 
Glennie, Charles 
Glennie, A. Y. 
Harris. Ac E: 
Harris, Raymond 
Holden, George 
Holzman, Gustave J. 
Howard, Leonard 
Hunter, Harry 
Jackman, Robert L. 
Jackson, Herbert Y. 
Kline, John 

Kraft, William J. 
Kull, Emmett 


Lee, Chalmers 
MacDougall, Dugald 
MacLean, Donald 
MacLean, Alexander 
McDonald, G. Claude 
McGihon, Herbert 
McNeff, Harry 
Marshall, Earl R. 
Martin, Darwin 
Meikle, Walter G. 
Morse, John 

Morse, Edward H. 
Radeke, Carl 
Robson, William G. 
Shaw, Allison 

Shaw, Dean L. 
Taylor, John P. 
Villerot, Harry B. 
Villerot, DeForest W. 
Vincent, Herbert 
Wheldon, Gilbert H. 
Wood, William 


WORLD WAR II 


John C. Book 

Ira George Downer 
George R. Fink, Jr. 
Clary Elumirich 
William W. McCabe 


Atkinson, Fred 
Baird, William 
Billings, Roger D. 
Blanchard, William 
Blizzard, Richard K. 
Blodgett, William H. 
Brandon, Walter B. 
Brown, Frank R. 
Brown, Robert W. 


Brown, Hugh M. 

Brush, Alfred W. 
Canfield, Jr., William B. 
Chambe, Frederick T. 
Cline, Charles W. 
Cramer, Elwood J. 
Cumming, Dr. Roy M. 
Dolan, Lawrence 

Doss, Daniel D. 
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LOIN. INOIDE 


WORLD WAR II—(continued) 


Downer, Harry A. 
Downer, Virginia 
Dudden, Arthur P. 
Dunn, James W. 
Dunn, Lewis E. 
Edwards, Jr., Allen 
Ewing, Herbert M. 
Farmer, Roy D. 


Fraser, III, Stuart A. 


Garrett, Richard A. 
Gascoigne, Louis B. 
Grace, William H. 
Harris, Raymond B. 
Hartwell, Clarence 
Hayes, Clarence T. 
Henry, William H. 
Hildebrand, John E. 
Hines, Edward 
Hirschlein, John W. 
Hoad, Richard J. 
Hoad, Robert R. 
Holmes, Robert B. 
Humrich, Jack 
Huntington, Dan 


Johnston, Norman V. 


Johnston, Stanley R. 


Johnston, Thomas B. 


igkeiiarry: |. 
Kirk, William A. 
Koebel, Charles 
Kropp, Donald 
LaChapelle, Quinton 
Larrabee, Richard E. 
Lynam, Kenneth D. 
MacRae, Don 
Mayer, Jr., Alfred J. 
McCready, James 
McClure, Mary 
McKeen, Alexander 
Messing, Arthur H. 
Miller, Richard R. 


Montgomery, Dr. John 


Morton, John D. 


Morton, Fred 
Newell, Jr., John 
Norrid, Henry 

Page, Harvey E. 
Patterson, Edward 
Patton, Robert J. 
Piggins, Frederick F. 
Pritchard, Thomas 
Sandall, Alvin 
Schmidt, Robert R. 
Schmidt, William A. 
Schueler, Arthur 
Schueler, Harry 
Schueler, James L. 
Schueler, Robert 
Schumaker, George 
Schumaker, Gerald C. 
Schumaker, William J. 
Schwarz, Kenneth 
Schwarz, Marvin 
Scott, Robert S. 

Sell, Rudolph H. 
Sell, George A. 
Sergeant, John C. 


Sergeant, Jr., M. William 


Sherwood, David 
Simpson, Fred C. 
Smith, Gerald L. 
Sorbie, James A. 
Sorbie, William 
Stickel, Fred G. 
Tucker, William T. 
Watson, Ernest 
Webber, Donald B. 
Weidner, Henry 
Weidner, Robert 
Widger, Douglas 
Williams, Fred G. 
Williams, Oscar 
Williams, Stanley 
Wilson, Ralph C. 
Zekind, Charles F. 
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CHARTER MEMBERS—1854 


FEBRUARY 8 


(At the organization of the Church) 


Eurotas P. Hastings Eben N. Wilcox 
Theodocia C. Hastings John L. Whiting 
David French Henry H. Wells 
Cynthia French Charles H. Brown 
Horace Hallock James W. Tillman 
Elizabeth Hallock Martha C. Tillman 
Cullen Brown Elizabeth Hallock 
Lucy Brown Mary Ann Hallock 
Buckminster Wight Jennie Fenton Lewis 
Sarah M. Wight Sarah Fenton Clarke 
Elisha Taylor Mary McKibbon 
Aurelia H. Taylor Sarah H. Parker 
George McKenzie Thomas J. Hulbert 
Maria L. McKenzie Mary J. Hulbert 
Alfred A. Dwight John Trowbridge 
Laura A. Dwight Jane Trowbridge 
Washington A. Bacon Hubbard Trowbridge 
Phoebe S. Bacon Edna J. Trowbridge 
James O. Graves Sylvester Larned 
Jane Graves Helen L. Larned 
Frederick Wetmore Mary E. Kellogg 
Anna Wetmore Mary I. Kellogg 
Jonathan Kearsley Richard Jelly 
APRIL {2 
Edwin B. Wight Sophia R. Manifold 
William Manifold Rebecca Rees Whiting 
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CHARTER MEMBERS—(continued) 


APRIL 16 
Martha O. Gully 


MAY 7 


Matthew W. Birchard James T. Birchard 
Amanda Birchard Cordelia Birchard 
Ann Dow Henkle 


MAY 21 


Henry E. Benson 
Helen S. Benson 


JUNE 18 
Elizabeth Wear R. Oakley Wheeler 
William W. Wheeler Sarah F. Squier 
Mary L. Wheeler Samuel S. West 
JONE. 25 


Edward C. Wilder 
Charles P. Woodruff 
Mariet B. Woodruff 


jleved 


Aramintas Roberts Jane Morrison 
Mary Latham Phebe Wells 


SEPTEMBER 3 


Mrs. Morris M. Williams Anna Scott 
Hector Scott Isabella Scott 
Julia Scott 


NOVEMBER 4 


William Brewster 
Mrs. Mary Tillman 
Mrs. Aurelia Penfield 
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CHURCH MEMBER SEE ORs 


(AS OF NOVEMBER 1953) 


Abbott, Mrs. Rosabelle 
Aboud, George M. 
Aboud, Mrs. George M. 
Aboud, John 

Agla, Eileen 

Aird, Paul D. 

Aird, Mrs. Paul D. 
Ales, Mrs. Matthew 
Allan, Alexander 

Allan, Mrs. Alexander 
Allan, Joyce E. 
Allardyce, George S. 
Allardyce, Mrs. George S. 
Allen, Gary 

Allen, John 

Amason, Betty Jane 
Anderson, Marilyn 
Anderson, Mary 
Anderson, Oscar C. 
Andrews, Mrs. James A. 
Arbury, Albert F. 
Arbury, Mrs. Albert F. 
Archambault, Derwin W. 


Archambault, Mrs. Derwin W. 


Armstong, Jr., Henry I. 
Atiyeh, Albert A. 
Atiyeh, Mrs. Albert A. 
Atkinson, Fred 
Atkinson, Thomas P. 
Atkinson, Mrs. Thomas P. 
Atkinson, William 
Atorthy, Mrs. Donald C. 
Babcock, Patricia J. 
Bailey, Louis G. 

Bailey, Mrs. Louis G. 
Baird, John T. 

Baird, William W. 
Baird, Mrs. William W. 


Baker, Mrs. Ida A. 
Baldwin, Mrs. Celestine 
Baltzer, Mrs. Paul E. 
Barlage, Helen M. 
Barnes, Marjorie Fay 
Barnum, Mrs. Florence 
Barr, Mrs. Alfred H. 
Barr, Donald G. 

Barr, Mrs. Donald G. 
Barton, Mrs. Bette B. 
Barton, Kenneth S. 
Bates, Evelyn 

Beaton, Isabel 
Bechard sMrs 2355). 
Bechard, Joseph 
Beidler, Alice F. 

Belz, Mrs. Donald R. 
Bender, Mrs. Doris 
Bender, George A. 
Bender, Mrs. George A. 
Benedict, Gillis M. 
Benedict, Mrs. Gillis M. 
Bennett, James Robert 
Bennett, Robert E. 
Bennett, Mrs. Robert E. 
Benson, Alvin G. 

Best, H. James 

Best, Mrs. H. James 
Bestmann, Karl 
Bestmann, Mrs. Karl 
Bigelow, Mrs. Charles 
Billings, C. Lawrence 


Billings, Mrs. C. Lawrence 


Billings, Lois Elaine 
Binney, C. Allison 
Binney, Jessie 
Binney, Mary 
Bindshedler, Sophie 
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Bindshedler, Theodore S. 


Bindshedler, Mrs. Theodore S. 


Blackwood, Alexander 
Blenkarn, George V. 
Blizzard, Harvey H. 
Blizzard, Mrs. Harvey H. 
Blizzard, Richard K. 


Blizzard, Mrs. Richard K. 


Bloedon, Edward C. 
Bontekoe, Eldert A. 
Bontekoe, Mrs. Frank H. 
Boone, Daniel 

Booth, Harry 

Booth, Mrs. Harry 
Bottorff, Mrs. Robert M. 
Bowman, Russell 
Bowman, Mrs. Russell 
Boylan, Kathleen 

Boyle, Lillian H. 

Brace, Mrs. Pauline K. 
Bradley, George H. 
Branberg, Mrs. Carl G. 
Breckenridge, Mrs. Annie 
Breckenridge, Mary E. 
Broad, Mrs. J. Harvey 
Broeker, Mrs. Donald R. 
Brooks, Mrs. Eva 
Brown, Mrs. Eliza S. 
Brown, Mrs. Gail 
Brown, Frank R. 

Brown, Mrs. Frank R. 
Brown, George E. 
Brown, Mrs. George E. 
Brown, Hugh M. 

Brown, Mrs. Hugh M. 
Brown, Margaret 
Brown, Mary 

Brown, Mrs. Reay H. 
Brown, Robert 

Brown, Mrs. Robert 
Brown, Vera 

Brush, Alfred W. 

Brush, Harry A. 

Brush, Mrs. Harry A. 
Buchan, Nellie 
Buchbinder, Walter 
Buchbinder, Mrs. Walter 
Buckwalter, Edith 


Bunce, Mrs. Robert A. 
Burch, Walter D. 
Burch, Mrs. Walter D. 
Burch, Marthalee 
Burch, Sandra 

Burke, Edward 

Burke, Leland M. 
Burns, Mrs. Jeannie 
Burns, Mary Frances 
Burns, William H. 
Burns, Mrs. William H. 
Burns, Wilma 

Burr, Arthur A. 

Burrier, Mrs. Margaret 
Bure: Orrin D: 

Burt, Mrs. Orrin D. 
Burt, Virginia 

Busby, Robert A. 
Busby, Mrs. Robert A. 
Busch, Robert A. 
Busch, Mrs. Robert A. 
Calder, William P. 
Caldwell, Mrs. Clarence 
Caldwell, Mrs. John E. 
Cameron, Mrs. Frances B. 
Cameron, Charles W. 
Cameron, Mrs. John G. 
Canfield, Mrs. W. B. 
Cant, Agnes 

Cant, Alfred 

Cant, Mrs. Alfred 

Cant, Mrs. James P. 
Cant, Janet 

Cant, Mrs. James S. 
Cant, William 

Cant, Mrs. William 
Carlson, Mrs. Verner C. 
Carothers, Mrs. Howard 
Carothers, Mary Margaret 
Carson, Donald M. 
Carson, Mrs. Donald M. 
Carson, William 

Carter, Alice B. 

Case, Browne 

Case, Mrs. Browne 
Caswell, W. D. 

Caswell, Willard G. 
Caswell, Mrs. Willard G. 
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Caswell, Susan A. 
Catlin, Betty Joyce 
Caullay, John 

Caullay, Mrs. John 
Caullay, Jr., John 
Caullay, Jr., Mrs. John 
Chalkey, Mrs. Alva May 
Chambe, Frederick 
Chambe, Mrs. Ruth 
Chambers, Mrs. J. W. 
Chapin, Mrs. Richard E. 


Chappell, Mrs. Anna Belle M. 


Chibbaro, Mrs. Anthony 
Chilson, Mrs. E. V. 
Chrysler, Floyd W. 
Chrysler, Mrs. Floyd W. 
Churchman, Arthur F. 
Churchman, Mrs. Arthur F. 
Clark, John 

Clark, Mrs. Josephine 
Cline, Charles 

Cline, Seymour F. 
Cline, Mrs. Seymour F. 
Cline, James E. 

Colby, F. Parker 
Colby, Mrs. F. Parker 
Cole, Mrs. Barbara W. 
Coleman, SS; 
Coleman, Mrs. S. S. 
Collins, Clara 

Collins, John 

Collins, Mrs. John 
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